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THE 


PUBLISHER/ 


To the 


Pious and Intelligent 


READER. 


F, Reader, thou be in- 
deed ſo qualified, as 
che ſtyle 1 give tie, 
imports, the following 
me Treatife will, I am 
confident, find a very - 
eratefull acceptance with thee. For as 
the Subject of it's Diſcourſe is of 
higheſt Conſequence, and ſo eſteem'd 
by all who have a greater value for 
the Truth of Chriſtiani:y, then for _ 
the Concern of ſecular Intereſts and 
Enjoyments , ſo will the handling. of 
it be, with that impartiality, ſin- 
cerity, and ſeriouſneſs ſeen performed, 
3 that 


* 


The Publiſher to the Pious 


chat thou'lt eaſily own it to be 1 
Tract wholly deſign' d for conviction 
and ſatisfaction, not at all for con- 


tention or oſtentation. This, 'tis true, 


makes it appear in a plain and 
— dreſs, the Author having 
purpoſely declin'd Rhecoricall Orna- 
ments as fitter for an eloquent in- 
ſinuating Harangue, then for a con- 
trovetſiall ſtrict Diſcourſe, whoſe 
aime and intent ſhould not be ta 
pleaſe the Phanſie with 82 and emp» 
ty appearences, bur to fix the Un 
derſtanding with plain and fold 
Truths. Whereunto how far this 
ſmall Piece in what it treats of, is 
conducible, I ſhall wholly leave to 
thy own impartiall thoughts to judge, 
Permit me yet (which with modeity 
enough, I may crave) to uſe the 
freedome to tell thee, that the Way 
the Author takes for effecting his de- 
fire (which is to be confirm'd upon 
fire Grounds, W hat che Means in- 
ſti⸗ 
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and Intelligent Reader. 


ſtituted by God, for attaining to the 
certain knowledge of Chriſts Do- 
rin be) is (ach, . nothing but * 
calumny can accuſe him of any 1 
niſter or partiall proceeding. This al- 
though a Motive materia'l tor recom» 
mending the peruſall of his Book, 
eſpecially conſidering how polemick 
Diſputes are too frequently mannag'd, 
yet was my apprehefifion of the 
ſoundneſs of the Diſcourſe it elf, 
and of the great aſſiſtance it brings 
to the rationall defence of the — 
Proteſtant Profeſſion (but not of 
whatſoever is ſo call'd by every 
Opinioniſt) the principal! Inducement 
that mov'd me (wich my friends per- 
miſſion) to publiſh it. I ſpeak nor 
this (Courteous Reader) to foreſtall 
in the leaſt thy Judgement, but re- 
mit thee to thy full liberty; and the 
rather, becauſe to do otherwiſe, were 
to offer violence to the natuce of 


che Treatiſe it ſelſe, whoſe entire 


Com- 


he Publiſher to the Piow &c. 


complexion, in the whole and every 
rt thereof, is ingenuous and free, 
king on whatſoever is within 
ir's proſpect with the moſt equall eye 
imaginable, and yer paſſing over no- 
thing of moment wichout a due fn- 
ſpection of ir, as by an indifferent 
view thereof thou wilt eaſily per- 
ceive. Farewell, | 


DST . AS rs 


The Conrents, 


EQion 1. There j a Rule 

I of Chriſtian Faith, or 4 
Way whereby to come to ibe 
certain knowledge of Chriſts 
Doctrine, inſtituted by God. 
T bree different Opinions among 
the Learned of the Roman 
Religion, where that Way i 
to be ſound; or wherein the 
Rule of Faith (as ti called 
by Controvertiſts) doth con- 


- | ft, 
SeR. 2. The Ground of the 
fu 


The Contents. 
firſt Opinion of the Romaniſts 
(which places the Rule off © 
Faith in the Definition of al 
General Council confirmed by [ 
the Pope) being this, That al / 
General Council confirm'd by 
the Pope, cannot erre in Mat- x 
ters of Religion, ſeriouſly con- b 
feder d of, and thought to bel ce 
erroneous. 7 
ScR. 3. The Reaſon of theſ d. 
fecond Opinion among tbe Re 
miſh Party, (namely, That th 
Definition of a General Coz 
cil conciliarly proceeding with th, 
er without the Pope, 1 the 1 
Rul 


The Contents. 


Rule of Faith) held to be, That 


2 General — — 


y Points of Fai aith, baker, into con- 
federation :; and ut's double 
meaning explain d, the truth of 
which in one of them only 1 
bere brong ht to the I «ſt ; the 
certainty of it, in ii, other ſenſe, 
being left tobe examin'd wn1it's 
due place afterward 

Sect. 4. 1 he Foundation, 
whercon we find the third C pi- 
nion of the R omaniſts (to wit, 
1 tbat Oral Tradition, ar the 
the lving Voice of the Preſent 
ul Church 


T he Contents, 
Church in every Age i tbe 
Rule of Faith) to be built, viz. |* 
T bat Tradition i in Articles | = 
of Faith perpetually the ſame 7 
in all Aget, well div d into, and ff 
more largely (becauſe of the J 
preſent great vogue it bas with |® 
the learned of the Romiſh Pro- * 
feſſion bere in England) inſi- 

ed on, then the Grounds of 
both the tw former Opinions 
gre 


Sed, 5. T be Controvertiſts 
of the Ref,rmed Church,make 
Scripture the ule of Faith. 
Two main different Opinions, 
ne- 
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The Contents. 


notwithſtanding in what ſenſe 


it 1j ſo beld tobe. I be former 
Aſſertion, viz. I bat the Scrt- 
pture is clear to every under- 
ſtanding illuminated by the 
Holy Ghoſt m all thoſe things 
which are neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, throughly inſpetted 
and eſteem'd tobe more plauſi- 


ble then ſound. A Sett, thas 


1 
h 


bolds private inſpiration of the 
pirit of God, abſolutely neceſ- 
ary, as well for knowing, as 
nderſtanding the Word of 
od. Another ſort of People, 
pbo talk of 7 = 
them, 


The Contents, 
them, to be their ſole Guide in 
Matters of Belief and Pra- 
iſe. Loth theſe Pretenſions 
fairly aiſcuſ'd, and ſound to be 
Delnſg ns 

dect. 5. T be other A ſertion 
which ſome of tie Reformed 
bold, viz. I bat all th i gs ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, are clear 
in Scripture to every under- 
fanding, in partialy reflected 
on, and Reaſons given w 
ti thought to be ratl er pl 
and pleaſing, then ſolid and ja 
ti ſacfory. | 
Sec. 7. Whether tbe 


5 
70 


6 


The Contents. 


of Faith affords infallible, 
1 Chriſts Dof#rin. Whether 


be we may not now in our days 
have as great certainty tbere- 
nl of, as the Diſciples of the 
ed Apoſtles bad. And whether 
1e. the like certainty which they 
ar! bad be not enough for the 


ed future Ages. 


Sea. 8. By what Means 


al the knowledge of a Matter 
of Fatt ( ſnch as the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel by Chriſt 
A and His Apoſtles was) may 
1 be 


or but moral ceriitude of 


r Church of the preſent and | 


1 


The Contents; 
be perpetuated. An examen 
of the force of the N oma» 
niſts main Argument where- 
by they endeavour to ſhew, 
that Scripture cannot be 
the Rule of Faith. V/he- 
ther the Scripture be not 
us intelligent in Points of 
Faith as Tradition or the 
Living voice of the Church 


2. 


Set. 9. What the Pro- 
perties of the Rule of Faith 
be, and whether they agree 


8 Holy Scripture. or” 
| Sect. 


23 


| of what validity four grand 


| The Cota: ; 
Sea; 10. An E _ 
ry, Whether Cbriſts 


 Frine bas been prattically 


convey'd without intermiſ- 


| fron from the : days of the 


Apoſtles, unto ours. And 


Arguments urg d againſt the 
indefectibiluy of T raditi- 


on, are. 


See. 11. What rational 
aſſurance we have, T hat 
Scripture i not corrupted 
in Neceſſaries to Salvati- 
on. The way to know whit 


B Thing 


The Contents: 
T bings have been ever 
Orally taught. Two Rea- 
ſons given, why I radition, 
though it be of an indefe- 
ctible Nature, ſhould not 
be the Rule of Faith. 
Whether « Fundamental 
Error, can ever obtain 4a 
ſetled quiet poſſeſſion in the 
viſeble Church? An offer 
from Reaſon for the im- 
poſſibility of the thing, Er- 
rort not- Fundamental, may 
overſpread the Church, or, 


at leaft, a great and conſi- 
derable ox 


- e e n 
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The Contents. 
derable part of it, and 
why ? Several Inſtances of 
ſuch Errors in the Roman 
Church. 


Sect. 12. That the Ho- 
ly Scripture, or Vritten 
Word of God, ; the Rule 
of Faith. That Tradition 
1 4 neceſſary means wheres 


by to attain ta the certain 
nowledge thereof. T hat 


Fr » 


ſi- 
le lo the help of others, ta 
32 


e Multitude, or weakeſt 
ort of Chriſtiane, are not 


able of themſelves, with- 


rev 


The Contents. 
refolve Faith aright, or be 
rationally aſſur'd, what the 


Doctrine of Salvation i, 


Sect. 13. The harm 
that may ariſe to the Church 
from the belief of an Er- 
ror not-Fundamental, to be 
an Article of Faith. The 
true ſtating of the diffe- 
rence between the Ghureb 
of England, and the 
Church of Rome. The 
Gare of e ee 

rom the guilt of Schj 
A te Roman 15 
| blame 


be 


OY 


blem d for being Cauſe of 


TT STES SS 


; diſſenting Chriſlians in Mat- 


 Continuance of it a laſting 


The Contes. 


the ſeparation. ''Tibat "the 
joynt Concurrence pf © Scri- 
pture and Oral. T radition, 
(or the practical Delivery 
of Chriſts Dofrine) was 
recommended by the =_ 
fed Apoſtles to the Church; 
the Reſtauration of which 
Concurrence, ('tis bumbly 
concei vd) would be a firm 
Foundation for re-uniting 


ters of Religion ; and the 


Means 
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Errata. I 
In the Contents, SeR, 6, I. 2, read for Re- 
formed, Reformation. SeR, $,1,8, for intelli- 
gene intelligible. | 
en I5.r, but impions. p. 17. J. laſt (viz, 
p- 31-11. r. Canonical Scripture. p. 32-1 1413. 
r. Church diffuſive. p. 40 J. 16, r.Eforts p,47- | 
I. 6. r. formerly, p. 62. l. 5. 6. r. to be perfortn'd,” q 
actually. p. 72. 1. 7: r. ſo often as. p. 82 I. 3. r. 
as prone as poſſible, p. 91. 1. 17. ret 
97-1. 10. r. die. I. I, r. ſedet. p.g9- J. I. r. de. 
" ſeendit, I 13, r obtemperantibus. p. 100. I. 1. . 
AR.4.12. p. 101. I. II. r. naſcetut̃. p. 106. . 3. 
r. deſcendet. p. 11. 1 15. r. in Scripture, as, J. 
16, Traditioniſt. p. 113. I. 5 r. Tradicioniſt. p. 
121-1. 18. r. aſcenfion, p. 122.1. 2 t. aſcenfion « 
332 r of what validity Four—are ? p.128, 
: | 


3-r.thusz1.14.thoſe p 141 15, 16, r. in the 
Creed there ſet forth, I. 18 and that alſo. p.142. 
L 23.r. or it is not; p. 143 J. 14. T, Latins-1, 
19. Lombard. p.1441-4.5-7. incandem nobiſcum. 
I. 8. unam z fore ſeatentiam, p. 145. 1. 
r. Queſt. 36. Le diſertè dicant, p. 154. 
1. 20. r- as an Article. p. 158. 1.7, r, faperfluous. | 
p.161.1:g.ſoever there be. p.162.1,10.r, and no 
to be extended p. 170 1,2.r,in ſuch caſe. p 191, 
I. 16. r. ſpilt. p72 19. r. what they teach, | 
183. I. 4 r. DiſtinRion, 2 192.1 10. r. Lawd. * 


195-1. 13. r. Polemica 
* ret yo more obvious literal miftgkes, in 


_ 'yeild, adhear, oblid'g, Antichriſt, | 
Writti all be it, vulger, with ſome ſmall cha- 
— great, and great for (mall. 
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The ſeveral Ways of reſolving 
Faith in the Roman and 
Reformed Churches. 


With the Authors impartial thoughts 
Aon each of them. 


And his own Opinion at lengrh ſbown, 
wherein the Rulg, of Faith 
doth conſiſt. 


Whith clears „pon rational Grounds the 
Church of England from criminal 
2 and lays the Cauſe of bo 


parat ion upon the Roman. 


—— — 


SECT. I. beinen 
There i a Rule of Faith inſtitutod by 
Cod. Three different Opinions among 
the Learned of the Roman Religron, 
wherein that Rule doth conſiſt. 


Clance it was the Jim; biet goof 
exe 1þ Ghote 2 we. 


T 4 
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Ne ſeveral ways of reſolving Faith 
ble. Creature, it became his Divine 
iſa and Goodneff, not only; to 
ordain an Eud convenient for Him, 
— * Meins likewiſe available there- 
to ; bur alſo to conſtitute a Way. by 
which he might come to the certain 
Knowledge of both : for in vain 
would the two formet have been in- 
ſticuted without the laſt, when by 
this alone, both the other were to 
be made tun, unto Him. 

That therefore there is a ay or- 
dain'd by God, whereby to under- 
ſtand aright, Mans Chief End, and 
the proper Means available to it, re- 
mains without diſpute, Yet ſuch not- 
—— is the difference and diſ- 

ſt divers men of 

— eſt Wi — 2 about it, 

hrough their ſu gumeats, 

— — Zeal to deftud every one 
— 2 e not a few ſ 


| inch_of menen 
Ho x Fabia 2 — 


15 the Roman, awd Reformed cache [7 


culties and doubts: what they ought 
to beletve ; whilſt the Controvertifts 
in Religion, though in general they 
acknowiedge, that the Goſpel of Chris 
publiſhed to the World, declares 
where in Mans Felicity, and the 
Meant thereof conf, yet a. e at 
perual diſcord na the particu»: 
far Dottrizes neceſſary to the Sal. 
vation of Mexkind, contain'd in that 
Goſpel or Revelatios, be; and that, 
becauſe they cannot agree where the 
Hay which leads to the certain know. 
ledge of Chrifts Doctrine is to be 
found; or, as tor brevity tis phras'd, 
what the Rule of Faith is. 
Mater 3 of my un- 
rtaking ollowing Inquirie ; 
the deligne whereof, is 4 endeavour 
to the utmoſt of my power the gain- 
ing a well-grounded {atuwfagion in 3 
EA. as ehe 


macrer of ſo great 
ne com of which longing 
C 2 deure 


* 


Die ſeveral way: of reſolving Faith 


q . 
deſire of my heart, I judge it the 
beſt expedient, I know of, to take an 
equal' and itipartial view of the dif- 
7. Opinions about it; that either, 
y comparing them together, I may 
be enabled to make a rational Choice 
of ſome one before the treit; or els 
to gather from the whole diſquiſirion 
that ſatisfaction is not to be expected 
without a further enquiry to be made 
wherein the Rule of | Chriſtian Faith 
doth really conſiſt. 

The firſt dferexce worthy of no- 
rice about the Aue of Faith, or the 
Hay which guides and directs to the 
clear knowledge of Chr:fts: Doctrine, 
is concerning the nature of tlie 25 
rence Which it is to afford ; | 
affirming;-chat it ought to give in- 
fallible certainty : whilſts others ſay, 
that it needs only yield a Moral cet - 
tirude, or ſuch an aſſurancr, as is 
ſufficient to remove actual doubting, | 
bur not tuch cenders it af | 
PLLY CET al 10 
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in the Roman and Reformed Churches 5 
to be deceiv'd in Matters of Faith. 

Thoſe that hold the Rule of Faith 
to admuniſter infallible certainty of 
Chriſtian Doctrine are part of them of 

the Roman and part of the Reformed 
Church. Thofe who maintain the cen- 
trary, are only ſome ot the Reformed. 
As to the merit of eichet opinion Vie 
leave the diſcuſſion of it to another 
place; and at preſent thew vhereis the 
Romiſh Conttovertiſts, of whicli there 
are three diſtinct forts, place the Rue 
of Faith. 

The firſt ſort maintain, that 1 
General Council confirm'd by the Pope, 
or (as the Propoſition is readred by 
ſome) he Pope defining in 4 General 
Council cannot erre; and ſo make, 
T he Definition of 4 General Council con- 

firm'd by the Pope; or The Definition 
of the Pope, in « General Council, 
The Rate of Faith. 


C 3 


The 


6 The ſeveral weysof reſelving Faith. 


The ſecond fort ' affirm, That 4 
General Council conciliarly proceed- 
ing, is before it's confirmation by the 
Pope, infallble in Matters of Faith ; 
whence according to theſe men, 

The Definition of a General Coun. 
eil, conciliarly proceeding, ts 


The Rule of Faith. 


The third ſort afſerr, That 7he 
vin voice of the Church, or Oral 
and prattical Tradition, is in Arti. 
eles of Faith perpetually the ſame im 
aff Aves, and fo will have, 

' Tradition, or the living Voice of 
the Church. in every Aye, 
The Rule of Faith. 


SECT, Il. 


The ſicſt Opinion of the Romaniſts, 
That 4 General Council confirm'd 


. 


in the Roman u Reformed Churches 7 


by the Pope cannot erre, conſider d 
of, and. found erronious. 


O Argue here as ſome do, 
That A General Council hath 
either err'd, or not err'd before ic be 
confirm'd by the Pope; if it have 
err'd the Popes Confirmation cannot 
make an Error become a Truth: if 
it have nos err'd the Confirmation 
addes nothing to the zyrach of the 
definition ; to Argue I ſay thus, is 
more ſeemingly plauſible, chen home 
to the Point. For to do them right 
whoſe the Propoſition is, their in- 
rention in ſaying, Af General Conn- 
til confirm'd cannot erre, tends only 
to this, That the Popes Confirma- 
tion, i»fallibly ſbews (not makes) the 
Definition ot the Coupci/ to be true, 
of which there was no infallible cer- 
tainty before. But then, this ſup. 
pos'd to be thelt meaning, the Pro- 


poſition ſhould of right, run (if pro- 


C4 perly) 


3 Ie feveral ways of reſolving Faith 
perly) thus; 7he Pope confirming 4 
General Council — — lich 
would, I conceive, be a falle Aſſer- 
tion. For, if the Council ſhould de- 
nine an Frror, thinking it to be a 
Divine Truth, the Pope might poſſi- 
bly (if not miracalouſiy prelerv'd 
from erring) be of the ſame mind 
with the other Prelates ; and it ſo, 
what ſhould hinder him from con- 
frminzs their Definition : not his 
Fuagement, for that we ſuppoſe to 
be the fame with the Councils, nor 
his Mil then certainly, otherwiſc 
he ſhould refuſe to do an act, which 
his Fudgemen told him ought to be 
done for the benefic of the Church. 
To ſay that the Pope is miraculouſly 
preſery'd from confirming an errone- 
0:45 Council, would be too bold and 
zrols a preſumprion, except the only 


way of coming to the knowledge ot 


. Cbriſts Doitrine were by the Definition 
04 a General Council confirm d by the 


Pope, 


L * * 
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in the Roman and Re formed Churches. 9 
Pope, in that manner preſerv'd: which 


thing if it weretrue!y ſo in very deed, 


no Divine Revelation would be ob- 
liging in the nature of an Article of 
Faith, till declar'd one by ſoch a 
Council; and conſequently, there was 
no obligation to believe any Part of 
the Chriſtian Religion in any Age, 
alter the dea ho thoſe who were 
taught it by the infallible Diſciples 
of Chriſt, will the year o, our Zord 
325. in which the firſt /Vicene Counc;l 
was ce ebrated, nor mucn of it till 
long atter; which certainly would 
not only be abſurd, byfimpious alſo 
to ſay or think. 
Bu: may not perhaps the-c 
ing the Propoſition from the Pope 
confirming 4 General Council cannot 
erre, to this, The Pope Defining in 4 
General Council cannot erre, alter the 
Caſe: Not at all, I conceive, more 
then in bare words; for that which 
ſome of the Romanifts call defining, 
45 


o Die foveralways of reſolving Faith, 

is the ſame thing with that which 
others of them name confirmins, 
whilſt both place the ſuppos'd #nfall- 


bility in the Popes aſſent ; which aſſent 
thoſe who call it defining, think per- 
haps they make rhe Propoſition more 


obvioully denote, chat Prelats infalli- 
bility, as excluſive of all the ref 
thereby. 


+ SECT. in. 
The ſecond Opinion amongſt the 


Romaniſts, viz. That 4 General 
Council conciliary proceeding is in- 
fallible in Matters of Faith taken 
into confideration, and it's double 
meaning explain'd ; the truth of 
which in one of them only is here 
" brought to the Teft, the certaimy of 
14 


Perg ag rares ace =D - 2 on a 


in the Roman and Reformed chen: 10 
it in it's other = 
to be examin'd Lies Se — 


1 

$ His Aſſertion of the Second ſort 
Y of Romiſh Controvertifts, that A 
e | General Council conciliar roceeding 
. | cannot erre in Points of Faith, may 
6 be taken in a two-fold ſenſe, either 


as the words conciliarly proceeding 
include 7radition, which the 7 7 adits- 
oniſts (ay ; and then the meaning of 
- |} it W, That 1 General Council 
according to 7radition, or the ling 
voior of the Church cannot ere; in 
which ſenſe, the conſideration of it 
belongs to ſome fo Sections: 
he | Or ols as they are intended only do 
denote the excluſion of all 
lent and foreible ways us d ro procure 
1 the votes of the Prelats, ſo. as: thas 
vie | "be Definition of the Council 
of leftto it's own freezdom will be 
bly true, although the Meany pre- 
of pararive to it, were not at ath 


Againſt 
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inſt this Aſſertion I have ſome- 
here to ſay, which withholds my 
aſſent thereunto, and it is this. 

'Tis well known to be the practice 
of all good Conncels to uſe endeavours 
towards the diſcovery of Truth. 
Now thoſe endeavours muſt ceaſe 
either before the Matter under 
enquiry be fo throughly diſcuſs'd, 
that the Means us d, evidently ſhew 
the truth, or not till the truth be 
manifeſtly diſcover'd by them: If 
not till the rra-h de manifeſtly diſ- 
cover d by them, the Definition is 
then a neceſſary Concluſion drawn 
from the Means us d, as from it's 
Premiſſes which being ſuppos'd not to 
be infallible, the Definition which is in- 
ferr'd from them, cannot be any more 
infallible then they; But if on the 
contrary, the exdeevours of the Council 
may ceaſe, before the truth be clearly 


be neceſſary that the Prelats certainly 


know 


diſcover'd by the Means us'd, it will J 


— . 
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ſ=0 modo Divine; bat he does not 


| Council to be the reſult of 
intermediat Cauſes, 8 — 
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kuow how fary their endeavours ought 
to procced, before a period may jujty 
be put to them, ſo as that a rational 
full aſſurance may be had, that the 
Council has perform'd the Conditi- 
ons requir'd on it's part in order to 
the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt , which 
whea I ſee a ſatisfaRory account given 
how it is to be done, I ſhall dak 
I have cauſe to alter my thoughts 
from what at preſent they are. 
But I meet with a late Controver- 
tiſt of the Romiſb Party, who yeilds, 
that the Definition of a General 
Council, is not immediately inſpir'd 
by God ; and yet ſayes, that it is 


ſao modo Divine, "Tis true indeed, 


that whatſoever is deriv'd by inter- 
mediat Cauſes from God, the ſame is 


hold the Definition of a', General 


ing on. che , for ſ«ch de judges 
0 


% * 
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inſt this Aſſertion I. have ſome- 
here to ſay, which withholds my 
aſſent thereunto, and it is this, 

'Tis well known to be the practice 
of all good Councels to uſe endeavours 
towards tlie diſcovery of Truth. 
Now thoſe endeavours muſt ceaſe 
cither before che Marter under 
enquiry be fo throughiy diſcuſs'd, 
that the Means us d, evidently ſhew 
the truth, or not till the truth be 
manifeſtly diſcover'd by them: If 
not till the truth de manifeſtly diſ- 
cover d by them, the Definition is 
then a neceſſary Concluſion drawn 
from the Means us'd, as from it's 


be fl which being ſuppos d not to 


be infallible, the Definition which is in- 
ferr'd from them, cannot be any more 
infallible then they; But if on the 
contrary, the endeavours of the Council 
may ceaſe, before the truth be clearly 
diſcover'd by the Means us'd, it will 


be neceſſary that the Prelats certainly 


know 
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uo. how farr their endeavours ought 
to proceed, before a period may jujty 
be put to them, ſo as that a ra 
full aſſurance may be had, that the 
Council has perform'd che Conditi- 
ons requir d on it's part in order to 
the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt , which 
whea I ſee a ſatisfaRory account 
how ir is to be done, I ſhall Rank 
I have cauſe to alter my thoughts 
from what at preſent they are. 
But I meet with a late Controver- 
tiſt of the Romiſb Party, who yeilds, 
that the Definition of a General 
Council, is not immediately iuſpir d 
by C; ; and yet ſayes, that it is 


ſao modo Divine. Tis true indeed, 


that whatſoever is deriv'd by inter- 
mediat Cauſes from God, the ſame is 
ſuo modo Divine ; * he does ner 
hold the Definition of wall, General 


Council to be the p re 4 
inter medias Cauſes, 1 
ig an the K N. 


% . 


a- 
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inſufficient to beger divine certainty, 
ich he requires as the only ſa c 
round to Yom he , Faith upon. 
that unleſs he could make it ap- 
gal bu Mere may be. a medium 
at . and  immediat, or 
few Ui ſomething neitller medzatly 
nor i*mmediatl flows from God, and: 
yet is an effect truely proceeding from 
Him, his di * in 15 ſenſe he 
uſes it, w A. / favourable 
acceptance” wich oſe . o cannot be 
farisfied with words Icons of 


R_ , 


SECT. w. 


\- The third opinion of the 2 
Wy at the living voice © 
tile , or Oral and pr 

ca , „ in ile ref 
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| 
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Faith, perpetually the ſame in 
. all Aves, — larg — 
chen the two former ( | 
| 2 in vogue form: — 


at n here in Eag- 
n 2 weigh d and 
ne third fore of = 

lemic | diſpmtanty finding 2 
5 that the — former fell thort 


of. giving ſatisfaction to many ſober 
perſons, took upon them to 


Ch 7 be 4 — ;- 
7 1 
that cheſr rake; gre 2 the 
ocher, attribute inf allibility to their 
Church, yet t not depending on an 
immediat inflaexce from Heaven, but 
on. a fer of © (Cauſes ſetled by the 

Providence of © God; which in 

ow! nue ace ſuck, 5 can us · 
Ya ver 


in is obs Roma and reformed. Churchtt. yt 


Ne ſeveral ways of reſolving Faich 
| ver fail te tranſmit the Doi#rive of 
Salvation both pare and entire from 


_ to generation while the 
orld laſts, -- 
The Caxſes which effect this, they 


ſay is Ora Tradition, or the oy 
voxce of the Church, which they at- 
firme to be always the ſame in every 
cifferent Age of the world, fo that 
not only whatſoever was deliver'd to 
the Primitive Chriſtians by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles 25 2 Point of Faith 
harh been perpetually handed down 
from time to time, — _ 
ion till our days, as vl 
will be #6 the worlds my alſo 
that nothing under the potion of an 
Article of Faith can ever be receiv'd 
and entertain d by the Cherch, which 
is not really and truly ſo. 2 
The farmer of Aſſertions 
they labour to prove from. the aw 
defectible nature of 7radition ; the 
1 Gay 


Ii 88858. 
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ſay) in tie preſent Church of Rome, 
that the Chriftian Faith was deliver'd 
to her as deſcending without inter- 
ruption from Chriſt and hu Apoſtles; 
which Maxime they tell us, tacic 
Church muſt nee is in every Age 
have had. For, if the Chriſtians of 
any one Age had gone About to take 
it up, and tell their Poſtericy, That 
the Faith they de.iver'd to them; 
was receiv'd by themſelves from 


Chrift an 
knew it was not 


people (even ſetting aſide the conlide- 
ration of all religious Tyes) could 
poſſibly conſpire together in ſo no- 
torious and baſe 4 Falhood, as ch 


To the former Aſſertion, Wir. 
_ That 
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Da whatſoever was deliver d to 
the _— Chriſtians by my 
and his Apoſil:s, as a Point of Faith, 
bath been perpetually handed down 
from time to time without interrupti- 
age our ce of ſach and 3 
hen'd proof, the indefettibilir 

T radition, I ſhall ＋— *. 
but remit che diſcourſe, I intend 
upon them, to another place ; and 
at preſent enqdire, Whether che 
preſent Clurch of Rome does in- 
deed depend on this Maxim, for 
the certainty of the purity of her 
Faith, That Chriſts Doftrine was 
deliver'd to her, as deſcending with- 
ou? interruption from Ch1ift and his 
8 or if it appear, upon trial 

, The doth not; then however 
indefectible Tradition Fe; it may 
notwithſtanding fall M that new 
Artizles of Faith may be introduc'd 
into the Church. upon ſome other 
Ground, no; f and Fe fel 3s 


S 
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in the Roman and Reformed (bnrches. 
the 7raditionifts will, 1 know, grant 
That the Defiartion ot a G 


Cywnuil. not founded on Ord 7 I 
dition, bat On this Prefſiompth 


That the Ziſhops effectually pros 
iir'd from Heaven, is, And that 
the Roman (durch does not rely u 
tainty of the purity aud wacorrupret 
nef of her Fur, I have fomepin 42 
moment, to alledge in proof. 

It will not, I preſume. be d 
learned ri Controvertiſts; more 
generally taken notice of atet him, 
worths Dialoges came to light, (for 
all char they made it Their e 

not conchide and avert Jmůl 
to = the. clue fafr Aden, of colts 


ceeding to define, are immmediatly. ins 
the mentioned Maxim for the cer 
which ſeems con derable, and 
That Cardinal Hellarmis, and thi 
ever fince the Kefbr maten till # 
ben il yoo Frag gp Ao SY 
D 2 yeyifi 


>, The ſeveral mays of reſolving Faith 
veyiag Chriffs Hoctrine to the know- 
ledge of -ſucceed.og Ages. And if 
tuch great Lights among the Roman 
Clergy, miſtook the Rate of Faith, 
can we' reaſonably think, that 

the inferiour Paſtors and Laics in 
their time, knew it aright © And if 
they kue w ic nor, neither could they 
rely on it as ſuch. For although it 
were granted (which ſome (ay) chat 
Bellurmin imſcif, and all the learned 
Clerks of the Reman Church, no 
leſs then the other (ergy and Zay- 
men, did practical rely on 7 radi- 
tion, in a5 much as they were Oraly 
taught their Keligion by the pre- 
reding Generation ; and that again 
by the next before it, and fo ſtill 
—_—_ one A 5 of another, ever 
e the very firſt inning of 
Chriſtianity ; yet — alſo 
knowingly did is, when once they 


came do make enqui what 
et Groans the 'Clriflies Faith 
© Was 


1 


7 
n 
U 
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was to 'be embrac'd, they would 
no longer reſt upon the infration 
they bad os hy 7 cht - 
younger years be icv'd, it ſo be up- 
on ſearch made, they concei d (as 
it ſeems the chiefeſt of them, beſides 
many more, if not the generality, 
did) that the certainty of Faith was 
not fonnded on Oral Tradition, their 
firſt Prftrutfor in it, but on fome- 
thing cis, Yea, 1 think, I ſball not 
miſtake the truth, if, I lay, that ic 
was not the private opinion of ſome 
eat DotFors, and their followers on- 
; but the ſenſe of the Conneil of 
Trent it ſelf alſo ; That Faith is 
not reſolvd into Tradition as es 
ade quatre Rule ; whilſt in conſulting 
the firſt Decree of the fourth on 
of that Council, I find rwo Paſſages, 
which ſeem to make it ont : The 


former of them is this, 2 
Oerumenicu, & Generalis Tri ne 
Spnodas, Cc. perſpiciens hanc (nemye 


Chriſti 


The ſeveral ways of reſobving Faith 
Chriftianam) wericatem G- Difipli. 
_ nam, comtineri in Libyu ſcriptis, & 
Kue Seripto Z. raditiontbus, que ex 
N Chrifti ore ab Apoſcolis accepte, 
aut ab ipfis Apoſtolis Spirit Santo 
dittente, quaſs per manus tradite, ad 
mos uſque per venerumt, Orthodoxorum 
Patrum exempla ſecuta, omnes Li- 
bros tam weters quim 10d Teſta-. 
mei, can 2 Deus (t Au- 
thor, necnom I raditiones ipſas tum 
al Fidem, tam ad Mares pertinen- 
es, tanguam vel ore temm à Chriſto, 
vel a Spirits Sanito diltates, G- 
wmtinua ſucgelſiant in Fccleſia Catho- 
bea con ſer dat as pars pietatts aſfectu, 
rde rentid ſufipit, ac ven ratur. 
Fhe better Paſſage cloſeth up the 
t thus; & qu, Libros ipſos 
begrot (Scripturæ ſciljcet) cam om- 
des us partibus, pront in Eccleſia 
athphcs legi conſuevernnt, & in ve- 
| wilpata Latina Editione habew- 
tity bro Sari & Canonici non ſuf- 
| eeperit, 
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referit, & Traditiones pralictas ſei- 
ent & prudens contempſerit, anathema 
fit. Omnes itaque intelligant 420 or- 
dine, & via inks x Synoars,: poſt jactuns 
Fidei Fundamentum fit progreſſurs, 
& quibus — 7 nem at 
Prefidits im confirman Dogma. 
— inſtaurandis in Frccleſia Mo- 
ribug ſit = In both theſe Paſſa- 
ges, Scripture and Apoſtolical Tra- 
ditions are plainly contradiftin- 
uiſh'd, as - relating ſome wa 
— other to Chriſtian Faith and Man. 
nere. And although in the former 
place, they ſeem to be principally 
oppos d, as the /Frimen, and un- 
written Word of God; yet not with- 
out this apparent intimation alſo, 
that as the Books, or written Mord: 
call'd Scripture, leade to the ſenſe 
or Doctrine contain'd in them; fo 
likewiſe, the wwwritten words where. 
in Apoſtolical Traditions are taught, 
guide to the meaning couch'd in 

D 4 ther ; 


The ſeveral ways of reſolving Faith 
them; ſo that as Scripture and 774. 
ditions taken in the former ſenſe, 
are held by the Council to be equal- 
ts the Hord of God ; ſo are they 
moreover in the latrer ſenſe held to 
be equally ſignifica ive and expieſ- 
five of the Doctrie of Salvation 
delivered by them. But in the /at- 
ter rehearſed place of the Decree, 
Seripture and Traditions ate chiefly to 
be underſtood of written and melt 
ten words ditecting to the knowle /ge 
of the Objects of Faith; as appears 
by theſe Line: here following trar- 
ſcrib'd from tl:ence : Qu» ibus potrſſi- 
pur 7eftimoniis, & Preſidits nem- 
Scriptura & Traditionibus) ix 
conffrmandis matibius. C in ſtau- 
randis in Ecclepa Moribus, fit uſur a 
Sypodas. For Scripture and 7 raditi- 
ons, cannot here be taken for Chris 
Doctrine it (elf, but for Character, 
and Sounds, apt to diſcover whar is 
peagt by them. From the whole, 
| tlexe- 


is the Roman and reformed Cherchis. 


therefore I gather, That the Council 
of Trem, reſolves Faith into Kri- 


prore and 7raditions, when taken for 


the Hord of God, or Doctrine of 
Salvation, as into it's proper Objett ; 
and into the ſame Seriprare and 
Traditions, when taken, the one for 
a Teſtimony in Hriting, the other 
for an Oral Teſtimony, as into it's 
adequat Rule; ſaving what the Ad- 
verb potiſimùm, in the laſt recited 
Paſſage of the Council may perad- 


ventufe abate, 


In | to enet vate the force of 
this Diſcourſe, twill not improba- 
bly, be ſaid, That Scriptare and 
Apoſtolicat - Fraditions, are granted 
to be held by the Tridentin Coun- 
il, the Tum or Extent of all 
reveal'd Truths; and conſequently, 
the Characters and Sounds, or the 
written and «xmprittens words, where- 
in they are contain'd, the material 
Kale of Faith ; but ſeeing it is 
Oral 


The feveral wiys of reſobving Faiels 
Traditions that informs us of 
of both, this dne is the 
of Faith, aud that even 
to the mind of the Trent 
Fathers 3 8 the ſubſe. 
quent the {ecoad Decree 
of the fourth an, reſtifierh ; A 
antia ingenia decernic 
— icet Sacroſancta Synodus) 
—_ prudentie inn in 
& Morum ad Adi ſica- 
— Doctrine Chriſtianæ pertinen- 
m, ſirram Scripturam, ad faos 
ſenſu comtorguens, contra cum ſenſun 
renutr ar tenet SamiTa Mater 


lope, % off judjeere de vero 
enterpretatione Seripturs- 
eren, ant etiam contre ſen- 
e Putrum ipſon Kri- 
facram imterpretari audeat. 
| jg to this! 1 dhl not de- 
ay, but that if hy Scripture were 
Writ, and Apoſtolira 7raditions ex- 


r in Words or plainly fg — 
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ficative of one determinate ſenſe, but 

had their intelligibleneſſ in Matters 

of Faith and Manners from Oral 
Tradition, this alone would be the 
formal Rule of Faith. But then, in 

caſe the thing were truely ſo, and 

the late quoted place of Councii 
intended as much; I fee not how 

that learned Aſſembly can be clear'd 
from contradiftuig it ſelf ; ſince 
Scripture, and Apoſtolicat 7 raditions, 

if meer «intelbzible Characters and 
Sounds, without their ſuppos'd au- 
thentick Interpreter Ora! Tradition, 
would be fo fart from being ws 
Hitneſſes, or Teftimonies of 1 
Doctrine, (which yet, as was ſeen, 
the Council ſolemnly, and not tranſi. 
ently, calls them) that they would 
neither of them be any Hitaef or 
Teſtimony thereof at all; the very 
pature and office of q Witnef - or 
Teftimony 200g to manifeſt, and 
tender i nrelligille to thoſe are 
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1B 7he fever! ways of refolving Faith. + 
ai ly, concern d ro underſtand 
x, what it bears witzefs or glves 
reflmony anto ; immediacly 1 (ay, 
-—©p* . — who _ are, in 
a we Rule of Grin 
Fa 1. deferr the enquiry vr 
anether place. At preſent, in ic- 
gard is wilt net, I prefame, be ad- 
mizred that the Conner! contradicts 
& ſelf, che ſence of the rehearſed 
is farr more; ohviom, them 

that which hath been mention'd, 
um evident, to be this; That 
whenſoever the Holy Seriprure is 
— either weakneſs or wilfal- 
awn to 2a wro e, it of 
—— to the — the 
c to declare the tre fre 
thereof ; which the Corner might 
very well think to be juit and futing 
without ſuppoling the words of Ft - 
grave to be ant, Charatters, ſince 
er dayly ſhews, that things 
to be vnderſtoed, are oſten mi- 

gt ffaken 
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taken by the ws/ger, and very plain 
_ and ſentences, wreſted bu. 
of ſubtil wits, to 4 perverſe ſenſe 
2 Wundſſes then l Goat 
Doctrine, viz. Script me and Fra- 
fions, the Council of Trent (till ſeems 
to me plainly. to aſſert. But beſides 
theſe, let's conſider if chere was not 
moreover a third, which the Prelars 
iad an cye to, in reſpect of ſome- 
hing dend by chem; for I can- 
10t comjeckare, what "they ſhould 
nean by the Word poriffim ius, men- 
tioned before, except lch That there 
ire ſome divine 7; — which are 
10t ſo clearly contain d. either in 
Scriprare, or Apoſffolical Traditions, 
25 to be ſufficiently arreſted by chem, 
and chat cherefore, they ſtood 
need of a further 7eftimony, to 
make them wanifeft ; which —— 
ther it was the ni confent 
of the Fathers, or the inmeliat 
ieee the Holy Spirge, —_— 


30 The feveral ways of reſolving Faith 
1 els which the Council intends 
ed, I have no need to be ſcrupw 
lous #hour, ſince my buſineſs in this. 
place, was no more but to diſcoyer, 
Whether the Church of Rome (as 
'tis affirm'd by the Tradition. do 
really rely on this Maxim for her 
Faith, that it was recommended to 
— as Orally de ſcending by & canti. 
ane ſacceſſion, from Chrif and his 
Apoſsles ; or that it is but a thi 
{peciouſly pretended, on her beh 
to avouch her DofFrize by; where: 
in, as the preceding Diſcourſe bath 
already (hewn in general, ſo the ſub- 
ſequent will hereafter ſhew in N. 
ticular, what the truth to m 
enſion is ; whilſt that whic bs 
ſaid, concerning the Council of 
Trents in the Point, hall be 
further {ſeconded and contiitm d by 
ſeveral Zaſtances our of the ſame; 
The fr ſhall be, That it has de 
. 4 Ne. 1. What * 
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ate Canonical Sppture, and anarhe- 
watizes thole who will not receive 
them as ſack, among} which the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews is one ; and 
yet it has not a/mgys boen eſteem d 
Canonicd by the Wefers Church, 
as is 1— by Cardinal Perron, 
and others of the Komiſb Profetbon, * 
that St. Ferom, whoſe teſtimony can- 
not be in reaſon refas'd, 2 . 
for being in his time ain eminent 
Member of the fame Church, be 
could not be ignorant of her practire, 
and that he would Writ an az 
truth, whereof he might eaſily be 
detected, in not at all credible. 

The Servnd Inſtance is, That the 
Books Avocryphal, for which chere is 
uo omar Tradition, that they ate 
the /Pord of God. as Dr. Cofins, (late 
Lord Biſbop of Duron, in his Scho- 
laftical Hiftory of the Canon of Seri. 
prore (hews, are defin'd by the Conmcil 
of Treu Seſs. 4. Decrex 1. to be Ce 
gexical Srripture. + The 
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The third (and laſt Inſtance, which 
at preſent I ſhall produce) is to be 
ſeen, Seſs. 7. Can. 9. of the Trent 
Synod, where we find it thus defining; 
&i quis dixerit in tribus Sacraments 
Baptiſmo ſcil. Confirmatione, of Ordine, 
non imprimi Charaiterem in anima, 
bor eff fonum quoddam ſpirituale & 
indelebile, unde ea iterari non poſſunt, 
Anathema ſit. Theſe according to the 
Traduioniſts are the words, or at leaſt, 
the feace of the words of the Churchge 
diffuſive pronounc'd by it's Repreſen- 
tative; by which it ſcems there is 2 
Tradition, that a Character or a cer- 
(ain Spiritual indeleble figne is im- 
printed in the Souls of thoſ: who are 
baptiz'd, confirm'd and ordain'd. Now 
That the generality of Paſtors, Pa- 
rents, Tutors, and Nurſes (the ſure 
Conveyers of Chriſtianity, as the Tra: 
ditioniſts tell us, from Age to Age) 
ſhould know what it is to have & 
Character gs ſpirit nal ſigne imprinted 
£ F | i 
; | 
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ch | in the Soul and without that che 
be | could noc declate it in variows forms 
at of ſpeech; as was requitn they bend, 
in regard, that one main reaſon 


& given by the Traditioniſts, Why 
ve, Chriſts Doctrine vannot fail m the 
i, | conveyance, is, becaute it is en. 
+ | preſs ſo many ſeveral ways, that 
tr, | the yeheraliry af thee Hearers, cans 


he | not chaſe but underſtand it argh) 
I ſee ſmall cauſe to think, eſpeci- 
hy ally, when I reflect, That che greg 

Maſter of the 7radittonary © Diſer 


0 ples in his Inſtum, Sacr. Tom, 2 
7 Ack. 4, thus teacheth - Poneyer 1 4 
mw | ſpiritnalia, i e. in viſibilia contra i 


am rationem fi ni eſt, quod pro "md 
2 vporter Ws god 4 e 
pro eb verd quod ſirnificat laren 
unde non nit inter homines, qui tot: 
ligumt ſcienttam ex objeitts, 'repers- 
wnrur, & non poſſunt eſſe Prada 
fed ex neceſſitate enſibilis. Add" bd 
the page n che ſame ory 
p | 4 
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ed Author aſſerteth — 4 1io- 
nam eſſe ſab jectum Gel 
allo fit communis chr puri, & ani 
i. e. atis. If perchance it hou! 
be ſaid, That the ſcope of the Canas 
is only to declare, there s an 
propriation, Or appointmeut of a 
— whole 2 to ſome folemn 
Fngazement ot Action; as by Baptiſm 
— + A Ch» iftian z by 1 Regs 
to undergoe couragiouſly be Chri- 
lian war fare 3 by Order to Preach 
the Hord, to adminiſter the Satrs- 
ments, &c. ſo that not any of them 
is to be #eraed, and this Chriſtians 
ly know ; for who is igno- 
rant, that none us'd to be Bait d, 
ne canfirm'd, none ordain d, more 
og Gnce * I reply, If the Tadi- 
tion of che Church be plac't holy 
in chat 3 then in caſe the Counci 
has defin d — could not Lr. 
the ſame upon wRIerr 4 
diver thereof, Aud thas the Counc 


* 
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has defin'd more, appears from this, 
That the Canon further declares two 
things, which whoſoc ver denies, in- 
currs an Anathema ; the one is, 
That the Cherafer given in the 
three nominated Sacraments, is a fh. 
ritual fiew ; the other, That the foul 
(alone) is the ſubje thereof, (tor 
although the word aun, be not in 
the Canon; yet it is neceſſarily im- 
ply'd, becauſe a fpiritzal ſign can- 
not be imprinted in a corporeal ſub- 
tance) and therefore, as to theſe, 
the Council could not ground the De- 
finition upon Tradition. 


SECT. v. 


The Controvertiſfs of the Re- 
formed Church, a Scriptute 
the Rule of Faith. Jus mai 

4 2 different 


The ſeveral ways of reſolving Faith 


ferent Opinions, notwithland- 
8 2 
former Aſſertion lool d into, and 
thought more plauſib , then ſolid. 
A Set mich holds private ii 
lum nation of the 2 4 ne- 
ceſſary Means of knowing and 
underſtanding Script we. Ano- 
ther ſort of people, who take 
the Light with u - to be their 
_Jole Guide in matters of Be- 
lief ani Practice Both their 
Pretenſions fairly examined, and 
found ts be deluſions. 


Hime given ſome principal 
reaſons, why I cannot approve 
of the Romiſh Hays of refolving 
Faith, Tie proceed to enquire into 
the Aſſertious of the more popt- 
- Yarly apvlanded Diſpatants of the 
Reformed Church crxcerninng it, and 
try what rationa ſatisfaction can be 
expecged from chem. Te gy 


9 w% 


in the Roman and Reformed ( burches. 
them both (for they are two) in chis. 
place, but ſhall referr the c nuoera- 
tion of the latter to the following, 
Section; and treat here at preſear 
of the former only, which is this; 


The ſacred. Scriptare « clear in all. 
things meceſſary to ſalvation, to 
4s many 4s have their Under- 
ftandin:s illi minated by the holy 
Spirit, 
The othey: Aſſertion (which ſhalk 
— handled afterwards) is tendred 
os 5 


4 ings neceſſary to ſalvation. 


are clear in cripturt tu every 
Undterftending.. 


According to. both theſe, 


Lhe Holy Scripture (but: in 
a different way) is 


The Rule of Faith. 
- Thoſe Controvertiſts who main. 
E 3 tain 
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tain the former Aſſertion, admit and 
make ule of Tradition, to guide 
then to the Scriprure ; which when 
they have found, they be icve it to 
be the I ord of God, no longer upon 
the account of Fradition, but for it's 
own Cauſe, For theſe men, no leſs 
then the Romaniſty, requiring in- 
fallible certainty of Faith, aud think- 
ing wirhall that no proot is zfallible 
which is not divine, ſay that Kri- 
ture, by it's own bo ht, diſcovers it 
ſelf to be the /Yord of God to every 
Under ſra ding capable of diſcerning 
it, or which is //luminated (for that 
is their meaning) by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And to illuſtrate this, they compare 
the Seripture to the F; the Hnder- 
fending do the Fe ; laying, that 
althoug the Sex be 2 glorious. light, 
ſuſhexently able to manifeſt ut ons 
laren vet if the Organ of feeing be 
{a out of me that it cannot re- 
tive 's see, till the exe be 
clear'd 
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clear d, the glory of the Sus will not 
by diſcern d. Iu — albeit 
the Sey;prure has ligle enongli in it 
ſelf to ſuew that 1 - of Diviee Au- 
thority ; yer if the Jutellet# be not 
in 2 fit diſpoljtion to perecive the 
radiant brightneſs thereof (which ir 
cannot by. nature, but by & Super- 
natural aſſiſtance ona y be) it will 
FED). 
All this, fic fight, is 
plaulible — dene 1 the 
Companion be well obſerwd, ir 
comes not home to the buſineſs. For 
the He being naturally capable of 
receiving the Sunbeam, no more is 
tequir d to make it ſee the Su, then 
the bare removal of ſuch Obfredtions, 
or inffrmities (if any be) as are con- 
tracted in, es about it, and the bold- 
ing it open toward the Sum. But if 
the Holy Sperr do no more, but 
free che Maderfftending from fuch 
E 4 re- 


- 


5 


Ne ſeveral ways of "reſolving Paid 
prejudices, obſcurities and other 1 
cambrances” as impede the uc of 
Right Reaſon, the © Seriprure will 
never diſcover u ſelf to the Anrelleth 


by the ſole peruſall off ic to de ot 


divine Revelation: ; no not fo much 


as ta the woſt excel lrur Savings Ind 
Sentences in it. For fuck Sayings, 


and Sentences are eltier ag-eedvie 
to ear wnkyaſs'd Reaſon, aud when 
read or heard, diſcernadle by K 0 
be true ox they are met; if theatre, 
whatever their gxcel-acy app at © 


* be, *pwaill not neceſſarily (how them 


5 be any part of divint Revelation, 
nee they may be the Efecta of a 
rational Hul as well as the 7mmediate 
Dittate' of the | Holy; Ghoſt, or other 
diuine« Redelation, from whe Fanhor 
or che. dan; if they are not; the! 
de above the reach of #wmane nati#e 


to comprehend; fo that no mau li- 


ving hall with cerrainty be able fo 


ali me they are of God unlefs to 
. aſcertain'd 
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aſcertain'd to him by ſome 7eſtmony 
falling hig the compaſs of luis 
Underſtanding, piainly ſhewing the 
to be divine Truths. - . 
If wich intent to avoid the fores 
of this reaſeninę, or for any other 
cauſe and comideration, ſome per- 
chance ſhould ſay, That more 8 
meant by illumination of the Syirir) 
then a bare clearing of the. atelkcł 
from ſuch - 4#cumbrantes as hinder 
it's dice apprehenſion of 4 thing others 
wile obwious to it, they muſt rein- 
quiſh, and diſelaim the Compariſon, 
between tht S and the Scripture, 
the Heß and the WUnderſtlandin®. 
Neicher, when this is dong, do 1 
think they ean intelligibly ſhew, 
what it is beſides; For if they'll have 
it to be ſome cle fab inplration, 
which diſcovers the light ot the 
' Seriprure- to the Inrelleet; by in- 
printing a” ſaper natural Quality in 
dhe ſoul, it Joy be 5 
5 the 
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Drove, without this, is not & 


to maniſeſt it (elf, and ſhe 


che Hriprurt and the ini 
os of the Spiric maſt eicher give . 
5 to each other, while the þ; 
nnn of the Spirg (hews the 
—_— be + i light ; and 
again, proves the Alu- 
— the Sem to be a divine 
„ and po deluſion, (which 

every young Schollge knows to be 2 


the 
. 


i" 


attriburci 
for bing eſtation 
„or that jt is the 
- wlöch is againſt 
and like wiſe plain 


Wh 


2.8 
tp 
bets 


1 


1 
b 


Sag to conſider 
y, What the Embeſes/ts,. 
whom 


CT 

4 
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4 fyhom T'le comprehend under twe 
d Jheads, hold, and what truth there iy 
5+ fin their opinions. 
The one ſort acknowledges (at leaſt 
ie fin words) the Haly Scripture ter be 


the Rule of Faith, but withall ſays, 
that no man can either know it to 
be. dfvinely inſpir d, or what the tree 
enſe of it is, but by the iammedect 
eration of the Holy . Ghoſt, which 
erefore whoſo hath not, he is void 
of Grace, and can never, ſo remain- 
ing, attain. Salvation. 
That ne Chyiftian can be fav'd 
without the Gifts and Graces of the 
pirit, Faith, Hupe, and Cherity, bs 
no: to be; doubted of. But thee the 
xtraordimary. Gift of diſcerning the 
cripture- to be the Mrd of God, 
and of interpreting it «right, is no- 
eſſary to every mans ſelvation, I ſee 
ot any ground for, "Tis true we 
ad in Holy Hrit, that in the 
days (ome had the Gifs of 
* 
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interpreting Sergprure, hut it was not 
common to off good Chriſtians, and 
therefore others who had it no, might 
be ſaved, if 't'reir Hertts were fan- 
ctiſicd by Faith Hope, and Charity, 
which if rhoie who were endued with 
the Gift of ' interpreting Scripture 
were deſtitate of, they might, yea 
cectam.y would fall hore of Bliſs, 
as is car from theſe words of Sr. 
Paal, Though I have the gift of Pro- 
Phefie ab vnderſtumd al Myſteries, 
and all Know!:dge, &e. and have not 
Charity I am nothing. 1 Cor: 13. 2. 
No Argument then ean be drawn 
from thoſe inſpired men to juſtiſie the 
Tenet of the Huth iſtiſt? Lam (peak- 
ng of; becauſe theſe make the Gift 
of imerpteting Kriptme to be ne- 
ceſſary to Se/vation, Whercas it was 


in thoſe only Gretia-pratis data, not 
. -Gratia gratum faciens, as: was alſt 
the Gift of Healing and'oÞ Tongie 


in ſome others, bur long ſinee ” B 


11. 
lip 


ſed, as not being of neceſſary uſe to 
the Church beyond that Age wherein 
God in his #/:ſaom beſtow d them 
On It. 
The other ſort of Zarbufiefts 
2 further, for they have no — — 
Sacred Writ 2s. necellary for dire- 
tion, help, or - aſſiſtance either in 
their belief or - way of living, but 
5 ſolely and wholy attend to the Lg 
ss they call't) wit in them 
their gaidance in horb, whilſt they 
think themſelves as terra in- 
ſtructed by #, as Moſes, the Pro- 
phets, and Apoſtles were by God. 
thel Tbat it is a Delufion theſe People 
ak are poſleſs'd with, this Ob ſer vation, 
Fife as to the Reſemblance of cheir cas- 
teited Light to that true one where- 
with Moſes and the Apoſtles were 
enlightzed, ſatiſſies me; namely, that 
theſ confirm'd their Doctrin by many 
ſignal Miracies, as was altogether re- 
quit and even n they ſoul, 


* 
* 
* 


alſe 
4.1: 
oh 
ſec 
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becauſe the one (to wit Moſes) in- 
troduc'd a Ln which Humane wit 
was not able to diſcern the Good of, 
in order to Salvation : the other (viz. 
the Apoſtles) publilh'd a Doctrin be- 
yond Mans Reaſon tocomprehend, or 
to ſee a wecefity of, in of 
his eternal welfare; and therefore 
there had been no cauſe why 'the 
People ſhould have credited them, 
yea, they - ought in reaſon to have 
deſpis'd them as Zmpoſtors, if they 
not both told them that they had 
Authority for what they did imme- 
diatly from God, and likewiſe had 
prov'd the fame by immediat Teſti- 
mony (as they did) from Heaven. 
But the Enthuſiaſts, here diſcours d of, 
do no Miracle, and therefore — 
they labour to ſet up 2 we Gui 
in the world, independent on the 
Word of God, for che governing 
men in the whole courſe of their 
lives, as well for Dof#rine, as. 2 


Dr ee ee 


in the Roman and Reformed Charches, 47 


Are, they ought not in reaſon to 
have any credit given them, for as 
much as That (whatever it be) which 
has not the manifeſt fam of Divine 
Authority upon it, cannot without 
#njuftice exclude a formally eſtabliſh'd 
Divine Law, and be plac'd u felf 
in ſtead thereof, This was one prin- 
cipal cauſe, why our bleſſed Savio 
being about to ragate the Lew of 
Moſes, and to introduce his own in 
it's room, Cid many great Afiracles, 
to evidence that 3 1 ſent of God, 
us ars by theſe his own ſarred 
22 The fr = 1 *. bear 
witneſs of me, that the Father hab 
ſent me, Joh 5. 36. And, F 7 
had not done among them the works 
which #one other man 41d, they had 
wot had fin, John 15. 24. If it 
ſhould be ſaid, That thoſe men who 
peak of the Ligbt within them, do 
not pretend, that it is any way re- 
Pugnans to Cgpel-light, bur wage 
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the very ſane ; I would gladly 
know, Whether their ſuppos'd Zighr 
have any dependance on the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, eicher for it's exiſtence, or 
approbation ; If they ſay, ut has not 
{as they're oblig'd. I ſuppoſe, by 
their Way to do) I demand, Whe- 
ther it be a Divine, or not a B- 
vine Light ; if they yield, chat it 
is no Divine Light, then certainly 
the Goſpel of Chriſt being confirm'd 
inemeatatly from Heaven, to be a 
Divine Light maniceſted to the world 
to Mew ic the , to BY, ought 
folely to be look'd upon, and eyed 
as our Guide, appointed by God, to 
bring us to ſalvation. But if they 
will ſay, It is a Divine Light, then 
it muſt either evidence it le by # 
ef to be fo ; (which the very Kri- 
pure, as I have ſhewn, cannot do 
in it's own beha'f) or ls r-ceive 
it's approbatios and teſtimony from 
ſomthing chat iy evidently Divine 3 


wx 
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which bei:des the July Scripture ab 
teſted by Miracles to be 10, can be 
nothing els but Miracles themielves. 
And neither of theſe give | 

to the pretended Lt; not the Serm 
pture, as appears both from what has 
been already ſaid ; and from this alfo, 
that in caſe the Site were not 
extant in the world, yet would the 
Light ſpoken of be held by ite 
abetcors, to h1ve the very ſame as- 
thority and efficacy, it is now ſuppos'd 
to have, And as for Miracles, the 
pretence to them, i! any were made, 
would be frivolous, ſmce they are 
no more v/ſible, then the Zizht whatch 
is ſaid to be within, is apparent to 
gur eyes Thus much for the pre- 
teuded reſemblance between rhe 
Light which Moſcs, and the Apo 
les were directed by; and the Com 
ceit which miſleads theſe Zarbuſb- 
«fts. And as for any likeneſs be- 
ewern the Zight that the Holy Pro- 

Fa pha: 
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phets had, and which cheſe men 
boaſt of, *rwill calily appear, there's 
likewiſe none. at all, if we do bur 
conſider, that the Prophers (tuck 
cloſe to the Zaw Oo Moſes ; their 
office, being cicher 10 pref the fi- 
ritual ſenſe, and intent of it to the 
People. who too generally chought 
the external obſervance of it, was 
all char God requir'd at their hand: ; 
or els to torerel future Fudgements 
and Mercies, and that with reſpect 
— had to the breach or 

ping ot the Zaw, ſave only in the 
£0 


ca the Meſfias, which was of gene- 


ral Concern, as reſpecting the benefit 
of Mankind. But as for the Rule of 
their life and converſation, whether 
in regard of DotFrine or Manners, 
they held none but the known Ar- 
iſb Low, together with the reit of 
ge Nation. 
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: The latter Aſſertion, conct ruiug 

C The Rule of Faith, wherein 1 

s is held by ſome of the Refor- 
mation to conſiſt; with reflect i- 
ons made about the werity « 
the Aſſertion. 


» 

5 

t 

r 

e Hung by way of digreſſion caſt 
4 mine eye pon the weak Con- 
Ir | ceptions of tle Enthuſiaſts, and cif 
ff cover d them to be vam and frivo- 
' | lous Opinions, I return co my more 
„ | {ſerious and intended ccurſe. to make 
44 enquiry, what truth tl e Aſſert ion of 
ot | the /atter ment ion d fort of Contros 
vertiſts, belonging to the Reformurion, 
has in it, VILE, 
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All thinss neceſſary ro Salvation 


are clear in Scripture 40 
every Underſtanding. 


What the Patrons of this Opini- 
on here call Zhings neceſſary to 
Sulvation, they otherwhile aominate 
Fundamental Points, tlat is, Divine 
Truth:s, the explicit knowledge where- 
of is necellary to every mans Sd. 
wation, whence they're ſaid to be 
neceſſary, acreſſitare medii, whereas 
other &riptural [ruths, are not held 
to be neceſſary, ſave only ereſſit ae 
pratepti. To make their Aſſertion 
thetetore good, twill be requiſit for 
them to prove, that all fundamental 
Points, may clearly be known b 
Scripture alone q every man, which 
how they 1 ever be able to do, I 
cannot ia the leaſt apprehend. For 
elcarly to know a thing, is to have 
an explicit knowlecge of it; ſince 
then there are but u poſſible means 


(I chink) of coming is a rational 
way to the explicit knowledge of 
Fundamental I ruths oy Seriptare 
alone (ſo as that a firms atlurance 
may be had cheicot, and without 
ſuch aſſurance, *rwili be by meer 
ahne, if Fundamentals be explicitly 
known ; and contequently, the attain- 
ing Salvation will be an «xcertai 
and haardous thing, even then, when 
the beſt Means are as d tor the ſame) 
viz. either by gathering from it, 


that ſuch and ſuch T:uths contam d 


therein, ate all of them fundamental 
ones, and none beſides; or els, by 
gaining an explicit knowledgeot aff 
Dottrinal Truths in it whatſoever, 
or, at leaſt, in that err or parts of 
i, which comprehend 41 2 
Points ; if neither of theſe two 
ways of coming to the explicit 
knowledge of af fundamentals be 

acticable by every man, then, I 
— "twill be a Vu too difficult 
F 3 eur * 
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ever to be clearly male out, That 
All things neceſſary to ſalvation, are 
clear in Scripture to every Hnder- 
ſlanding. And that . neither. of the 
mentioned ways are p acticavle by 
every one, ſeems evident. For chat 
fundamentals cannot by the ſole 
Means of Scripture be known 4“. 
finitly and apart from every other 
Scriptural Doctrine, is the acknow- 
le gment of the Propeſers and De- 
fenders of the Aſſertion Treated of, 
And that af Doc inal Truths cbn- 
tain'd in che whole Scriprure, or in 
g confiderable Part of it, cannot be 
explicitly known by every man, 
nceds no further confixwation - (I 
fhould think) then barely to reflect, 
low far it is from all probability, 
that aff Mehanicks, {abourers, Ser 
wants, and multitudes belide, that 
make up the Ma, of mankind, or 
even perhaps any one of them ſhould 


be able to get an explicit W 


in the Roman and Reformed { hurehes, 55 


of all doffrinat Yerities in Holy 
Writ, or in'a conſiderable Part of it. 
Neither, ſome per aps would here 
reply, is neceſſiry , for in whatſo- 
ever Book or Books of Scripture it 
can be certainly known, that d 
Fundamentals are clearly contain'd, ' 
the ſamme ot all the Doctrine: 
therein, need oaly be explicitly 
known, and not of the whole Bible, 
or a great Part of 'it, 'Tis very 
right; but 1 can by no means un- 
derſtand what way we can be aſcer- 
tain'd, That af Fundamentals are 
clearly contain'd in any one Book of 
| Scripture, or in fewey at leaſt, then 
1 in ſo many of the whole Canon of 
the New Teſtament, as have been al- 
Ys ways held of unqueſtionable Divine 
* Authority in the Catholirk Church. 
For that aff Fundamentals are not 
- clearly contain'd in any one Book 
id of Scripture, 1 have this. to ſay, be- 
6 | cauſe, If it were otherwiſe, they 
of F 4 would 
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would moſt probably be in one of 
the four Goſpels ; take then Saint 
Lulea, which is the ſulieſt of them 
all, yea, fupply out of the reſt, f 
thore be any eouceiv'd neceflary 
Truth awanting in his, which is in 
gicirs z and yer, we ſhall find no 
dear mention made of falvation to 
be had by Chriſt, without the ob- 
fervance of the AMofarcal Aaw for 
ſeeing it was given by God, and ne- 
ver dec lar d abrogated: by our Bleſſed 
Sawronxs either Preachino, or exam- 
He, but both ways conſirm'd, there 
enn be nothing ſpoken of Faith in 
Chriſt in any of the Goſpels, which 
is of force enough to prove, Thar 
thoſe who imbrac'd Chriſty Doctrine, 
were not ſtill oblig'd to keep Moſes 
pie Zum Yea, the practice of Saint 
Peter (till the vin of the four- 
Here Beaſts of the earth, and wild 
Beaſts, and Creeping things, and 
Forte, of the ay deſcending from 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, Acts 10.) and of the whole 
Church alſo ſuficiently witneſs, that 
without a further Zeve/ation then 
any manifeſ# in our Saviowrs time, 
the obiervation of Moſes Lu 
would have always contunued, and 
been held not only lawful to be us d, 
but of the ſame weceſſity o be kept, 
which it had ever been oy the Fews. 
So that the whole thing here re- 
maining to be fatisfied in, is, whe- 
ther or no, it he a Fundamental 
Point of Chriſtian Dodtrine That 
Feſus Chriſt, without the obſervance 
of the Fudaical Faw, comprehending 
it's Rites and Ceremonies, is ſuffici- 
et for ſalvation, Hence then it ap- 
pearing evident, That al Fundamen- 
tals are not clearly contain d in any 
one, or in alf the Goſpels, I ſee not 
how any fewey (at leaſt) then thoſe 
Books of the New 7eſtement, whoſe 
Divine Authority have been ever 
current in the Church, can reaſona- 


bly 
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bly be thought (ſince all Fundamen- 
tals ate not definiely known, and ſo 
cannot be pointed our where they 
be) to compreiiend aff Fundamental 
Truths, And even thoſe Books con- 
tam Doctrines (0 many, ſo diſpers d, 
and ſo vari uily ph a d. that certain- 
ly, no contidecat knowing perſon 
could once entertain a ſerious thought, 
that the venerality of Mankind, or 
even of Chriftiaxs, i; capable of ex- 
plicitly knowing them all. 

Nor is it, what I have hirherto 
ſail, the whole ſcruple I have about 
this Opinion, That H things meceſ- 
fary to (ſalvation, are clear in Scri- 

e to every naerſtaniing ; For 
it it were indeed a true Aſſertion, 
then would Seriprure be the Rule of 
Faith, inmediatly (or without. the 
Churches ſenſe upon it) to every one, 
and conſequently; no man could of 
right be excommunicates (Or ex- 


cluded. from ing of Chriſtian 
* Ordi- 


— 
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Ordinances and Priviledges) for hold- 
ing and maintaining any Error, 
chough oppoſit to an Article of Ca- 
*bolick and Apoſtolick Faith, it io 
be he were filly perſwaded in his 
wn thoughts, that it was a 7 rb 
o be plainly found in Seriptere ; 
whilſt none cught to be blam'd, 
cenſur'd, or any ways moleſted ({ome 
of which certainly, he that is ex- 
communicated, falls under) for fol- 
lowing the Rule of Faith, which 
yet (ſuppoſing the Scripture to be 
immediatiy ſo to every man) every 
one doth, Wo is fully poſſeſ, d in 
his own mind, that his Opuuon 


however dangerous in it ſe f, is riglt- 


ly grounded on Holy Hrit. Yea, 


(if it were eruely ſo That &ripture: * 


is the Rule of Faith in manner 
aforeſaid) though a man ſhould. for 
ſome ſiniſter end broach an S 
contrary to an Article of Faith, yet 


if he Hood couftautly (0 t, chat ig. , 


Was 


* . 
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was his real Opinion and belief that 
the fame was a Drvine7 ruth plainly (er 
forth in Scripture (no reaſonable proof 
being able to be made out that he pro- 
feſs d otherwiſe then he thought) no 
excommunication could in that caſe le- 
gal be pronounc'd againſt him; be- 
cauſe, that a5 to outward appearance, 
he followed the Rule of Faith, wich 
the Churchcan only take conizance of x 
Eecleſfia non judicat, niſi de externis. 
Some —— not ſhck 
to interpoſe, and be ſo unreaſonable 
as to ask me, what harm would 
accrew if there were no Excomuni- 
eation, or Church Diſcipline ac all, 
exercis d in reſpect of mens opinions 
in Points of DotFrin? To ſuch a 
fooliſh demand. I ſhould return in 
anſwer, that fince the Chyiſias Ar- 
Sgiam, was inſtituted by God. to be 
My or Method. tor bringing men 
Feheity, and that the fame un- 
Subeedly conſiſts of certain Doctrins: 
a5, 
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as well as Manzers, tis in effect to 
call into queſtion the /Yiſdom of 
God, to fuppote that any conſtitutive 
part of thac Keligion may be either 
alcer*d or omitted without endanger- 
ing Salvation, the end whereunto it 
was deſign'd. This allow'd to be fo, 
*ewill follow, that all who deſire to 
become Chriſtians, mult refolve to 
embrace thoſe Do#rins, and live ac- 
cording to thoſe Manners, that the 
Chriſtian Religion maintains, Which 
Nodrins and Manner (or neceſſary 
Means of Salvation) fince they are 
not (as has been ſhewn) ſo diſtinctiy 
and fiznally propounded in Scriptere, 
as that every one who is concern'd 
to know them, can rationally be aſ- 
ſur'd of himſelf, which they be, twas 
neceſſary from the begining, is now, 
and ever will be, that ſome ſele# 
known Perions ſhould be 1 
to declare the Contents of the Chri- 
ian Religion, or the Terms and 
| Conditions 
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Conditions upon which an Admiſſion 
into Chriſtian Fellonſbip, or the Church, 
is to be granted to every particular 
perſon, and the Terms and Conditi- 
ant appearing to them to be per- 
form'd actually, either to admit thein 
themſelves, or to conſtitute and ap- 
point others co do it. If it were not 
always thus, every one that pleas'd 
might, at any time, juſtiy joyn him- 
felt'-co the Chriſtian Society, with- 
our performing any other Conditions, 
ten he in his ow Judgement thought 
requiſit to capacitate him to be a 
Member of the Church ; nor could 
he, without injury done unto 
him, be debarr'd of Chriſtian Com- 
nion; the Conſequence of which, 
muſt be granted to reach to this, 
That all tlic Htretic is who ever made 
pioſeſſon of Chriſtianity, and judg'd 
thamſeves.firto be of the Chriſtian So- 
wet), and yet were excluded by the 


Gurch from her holy Communion; 
were 


a © — oth 4 wm a 


were injuriouſiy dealt with, which 
it for ce tain they were, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm w ud conſitt together 
wit't all Hereſies, mo Diſciplim. Some 
then there always were. and till 
mult be, to declzre the Terms and 
Conditions of (hriftian Community; 
aud tis equally reaſonable and re- 
quiſit, chere thould likewiſe prepetu- 
ally be ſome entruſted to declare 
when the tame Terms aud Conditions 
be, after «dwmiſſios into the Church, 
notoriouſly vio ated; and upon ſuch 
violation to debar the offender oy 2 
juſt Sentence, from participating with 
the Society in their Chriſtian Privi- 
ledves ; for otherwiſe, any one might 
violate the Zaws of Christianity, when 
and how he pleas d, and yet never. 
theleſs, ſhould {till have the fame 
legal Right to enjoy at his pleaſure 
che 2 as if he had 
not broken them at all, ſince no man 


obght to be depriy d of the Pyiui. 
"al ae ledges 
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ledges of the Society, wheteof he is 
conſtituted a Aber, till it be folemn- 
iy dec lar l, he has readred himſelf 
zncapable of the ſame. 

Belides the Rrafons given, I have 
another ſtrong znducement to make 
me think, That A things neceſſary 
#0 Salvation are not clear is Kripture 
to every Underſtanding, to wit, The 
fifth Chapter of the firſt Part of the 
Epilogue to the T ragedie of the Church 

Eanyland, written by the learned 
and ngenuons My, Herbert Thorn- 
dike. But I lately met with an inge- 
niou Piece, which attempts the con- 
ſutation of this Chapter, and yet 
after ſatis eloquentie, concludes thus, 
Qui Deum voti ſolititat, ut librum 
eperire dionetur, tircumſtantias cujiſe 
que loci animo revolvit, obſcuriora cun- 
fert cum apertioribus. in veritatem 
prime manuitudinis ic lorum def it 
eciem, , conſt:nter repudiat gaicg ud 
poſt diligentiſimum ſcrutiuium 2 
A 4 
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ſur videatur, avide complectitur quod 


nom invitis ctonſequentiis inde elicitur, 
intervallum temporis ei in mora nou 
erit, qud minus intelletu conſequatur, 
quicquia 2 vinculo ſaluti an- 
weftitur, Granting all this to be a 

eat truth, is it no more then a fea« 
able Task for the generality of men 
and women, to weigh duly the Cir- 
cumſtances of every. place of Sey;- 
pture? to compare well the obſcure 
places of it, with thoſe which are 
plain, to diſtinguiſh aright of the 
more or leſs material Truths, to 
obſerve diligently what's oppolit co 
the principal Doctrins, and to draw 
true Inferences from plain Texts: 
When l ſee cauſe to believe that every 
Plowman, Artificer, Labourer, Ser- 
vant, with many. other ſuch like, 
(not to name people of better edu- 
cation) can perform all this, I (hall 
think the /s Chapter to the firſt 


Ug 
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F Fug land, poſſible to be conſuted. In 
the interim, I wonder how oft it 
were convenient ro read, or hear 
the Scripture read* over, before an 
ordinary Layman could in prudence 
begin to conſider of the Circumſtances 
of every place of it, and how long 
after he would be in weighing them 
well; What time, I muſe, would be 
allow'd him wherein to mark what 
is obſcure, what plain; What ſure 
way not to be deceiv'd, would he, I 
admire, take to hit aright of che moſt 
important Truths; And whence ſhould 
we think him competently enough 
skilſ'd to draw right Conſequences 
from evident Truchs If he could 


and ſhould at length do whatſoever 
is preſcrib'd, fot underſtanding the 
neceſſaries to Salvation; what Religion 
zn che mean time, Iwould gladly un- 
derſt ind. would the poor Seeker be 
of? If che firſt Publiſher of this opinion 
amongſt us, that Al things nereſſary 
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ſalvation, are clear in Scripture to 
every Underſtanding, had foreſeen 
the lamentable ule which was of 
late, and ſtill is made of it, he 
would, I believe, have been more 
cautious, then when he had with 
great induſtry and learning, confured 
che Papal Infallibility, to have pro- 
pos'd à way for ſctting up a _ 
in every private mans breſt, as by 
the mentioned Aſſertion, he has 
done; whilſt every one is certainly 
infallible in that wherein he cannot, 
unleſs he will himſelf, be deceived ; 
and ſuch is each one in the »eteſſary 
Points of Religion, to whom the 
Scripture u clear in all things ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, ſeeing he may 
«learly in thoſe, if he pleaſe, under« 
ſtand the Scripture, which being is 
falbble, will make him infallible alſo, 
ſo fart as be rightly underitands it. 


Ga SECT, 


A ehen no 
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SECT. VII. 


Whether the Rule of Faith af+ 
fords Infallible, or but Moral 
certitude of Chrifts Doctrine ? 
Hhether we may not now, in 
our days, have as great certain 
ty thereof, as the Diſciples of 
the Apoſtles had ? And whether 
the like certainty which they had, 
be not enough for the Church of 
the preſent and future Ages. 


A Lthough I have hicherto made 
no diſcovery wherein the Rule 
of Faith ſeems rightly to be placed; 
yet have I in proſpeR ſomething (I 
hope) tending to my ſatisſaction in 
the ſearch thereof, But before I ſer 
wy ſelf ro manifeſt what it is, Tle 


— . — 
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firſt endeavour ſo farr as I am able 
to underſtand, what certainty the 
Rule of Faith affords, whether in- 
fallible, or ſuch only as excludes 
actual doubting. Thoſe who aſſert 
the former, ſay, That Chrifts Do- 
frine is, and ought to be infallibly 
certain tO us ; hey who affirm the 
latter, ſay, That it is only morally 
certain, (and that's ſufficient) guoad 
nos. Neither of theſe, in my opini- 
on, if candidly interpreted, ſpeak 
amiſs, For the aſſerters of it's mo- 
ral certitude only, do not (I con- 
ceive) think it uncertain, in any de- 
gree whatſoever, but would be ready 
to explode any ſuch ſpeech as this, 
tis ten thouſand, or an hundred 
thouſand to one, but no more; that 
this, which we call, the Chriſtian 
Faith, is the very Doctrine of Sal. 
vation which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
taught; for they ſteadfaſtly averr, 
(if I ſtrangely miſunderſtand them 

| G 3 not) 
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not) an ah ſolute mo but nod 
by an infallible way, whilſt to be 
gafallibly certain of a thing, is to be 
under an mpofibility to be deceiv'd 
about it; and whatever is Vupelſible 
implies à Contradiction to the rea. 
lity of it; but it implies no Contra 
dition that mens Senſes and Under. 
fandings (by which they come to 
the knowledge of Chrifts Doctrine, 
if ever) at leaſt contider'd in them- 
ſelves, ſhould judge amiſs and deceive 
them, And therefore although cer- 
tainry excludes all poſſibiliry of mi- 
ſtake ſo far as we arc really certain 
of a ching; yet it implies no Con- 
tradition that we ould think we 
zre certain, when indeed we are mi- 
ſtaken, becauſe mens Senſes may 
poſſibly delude them; neither is the 
' mel neceſfarily void of Frror in 
it's jg en, but is capable aſwell 
of Falſhood as of Zrath. This not- 
Wich A. . when a man exerciſes 
| -- thoſe 


7 
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thoſe Faculties that God has given 


him upon a due Object, in right Cir- 


cumſtances, and acts according to 
the utmoſt power of thoſe Faculties 
rightly qualified, it implies a Con 
traliction (yet not immediat but by 
conſequence) that ſo doing he ſhould 
be deceived ; foraſmach as it would 
call into queſtion either the dam, 
or the Power, or the Goodneſs of God, 
to beſtow a Faculty to do a thing 
with, if the fame being in right 
plight, and duly exercis'd on 2 fir 
O »jeR, in coavemeat Circumſtances, 
ſhould not perform what it was given 
for. To _— - _ eyet and 
eares nightly diſpos d for eine and 
bearing, ſhould not truley Anga 
colour from colour, and found from 
fund, the Objects being plac d at a fit 
diſtance, and in a proper medivm, 
wou d it not bnply that the Aaber 
of them was fome way ent ? 
The like may as truly be faid of the 
ung G 4 | In- 
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Intellect, or of any other Facaltie'in 
Man, ſo that the Ke of Faiph; or 
that Meant which conveies Chrifts 
Doctrine to Mans N if m- 
ſtituted (as all agrec it is) by God, 
malt need; give fue aſſurance 
thereof, ſo 2x often as nothing is 
lacking on. Mans part, to fruſtrate 
the ſame, An] therefore from what 
I gather from the whole, I am ſatiſ- 
fed that the Diſpute about the /. 
Fallibiluß of the Rule of Faith, is 
more 'fpecularive and quaiar, then 
uſefull and neceſſary, "0 

Wherefore, ſoeing no further cauſe 
of ſcruple about this matter, L'le be 
making forward to enquire, wherein 
the Rule of Fauth doth conſiſt. And 
as to this, in general T1 am thus far 
aſſur'd, That che right deciſion. of 
the Queſtion, lies wholly berween 
the des riſts, and Traditionſfty. 
Por as ſor thoſe perſons who require 
an immediat affiltarice of the Haly 

| Spiri 
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Spirit to aſcertain the Truth of 
_ Doctrine, their requeſt is un- 
onable ; whilſt, if it were neceſ. 
ſary to be granted, God would be obs, 
lid'g to continue a wiracnlocs way 
of inſtructing in the Faith to the 
worlds end , (for what, es is a Mi. 
racle, but an effe proceeding imme. 
diatly from God, without any de- 
pendence on ixtermediat Cauſes for 
it's exiſtence, ſuch as the certainty 
of Chriſts Doctrine would be, if 
grounded either on Popes being in- 
Hir d, or General Councils, or pri. 
vat Perſons) and to be neceſſitated 
to extraordinary ways, when ords- 
vary means would ſerve. For if we 
reflect on the Means by which the 
Diſciples of the Apoſtles came to 
the — of Chrifts Doftrime, 
we are ſtrairway aſſut'd, it was by 
bearing, Row. 10. 17, a common | 
uſual, not au extraordinary and i. 
vacnlow way of learning 71 a "If 
en 
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then the Seholers of the Apoſtles: 
had fafficient certainty of their Faith, 


and that as greas certainty is brought 
down to us, 'as they had, we ſhould 
be very unreaſonable to require 
more. To know whether indeed we- 
have, or no, is to be refoly'd by 
knowing this ; Whether the Means 
by which Chrifts Doctrine is con- 
veid to us, be as fafe and fare to 
truſt to for «ws; as their Fairs were to 
them; (for what matters it as to the 
eertainty of à thing, whether it be 
tranſmitted through one only medi- 
um, or thouſands, it they be all of 
equal merit to give credit to?) the 
endeavour after ſatisſaction in wluch 
Dowbs, (hall be the ſujet of my 
next enguiry; the difficulty of re- 
folving of which, will lye in the 
clearing of theſe two Points. Firſt, 
Whether a Matter of Tad (ſuch as 
the Preaching of the Goſpel is) may 
be as certainly tranſmitted __— 

E 
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Generation to another, as from the 
the Moxth of one man to another 
mans Fart Secondly, In caſe ie 
may, whether the Chriſfian Religion 
has been actually fo tranſmuced 
or no* 

As to the clearing of the former 
Doubt, it depends upon the reſol- 
ving of this, Whether a Thing, which 
is once deliver d and received, may 
be ſo again over and over Per 
tually * For if it may (and what que- 
ſtion is there to be made of it's 
truth, competent means being had 
for doing it with:) then may a 
Matter of Fact be as cer?*nly tranſ- 
mitted from one Genert#:0% to ano- 
ther, 4 from the Month of one 
Man to another Mans Ears. | 

But whether the Chriſtian Faith 
has been always faithfully tranſmitted 
from Ave to ie, is harder to re- 
— yet ſceing it was a thin 


feizable, twill be ſatisfaction enoag 
to 


bs The fevers ways of reſolving Faith 

to me (without tracing the ſuc- 
ceſſive handing it down from time to 
time) that it was really done, if 
the Motives for doing it be found 
to be ſuch as would actually incline 
men to the edu pretormance of 
it; as to me, it ſeems plain they 


will, for being the very greateſ# and 
Prongeft mp — ſelves 2 
viz, the Flopes and Fears of everlaſting 
Blifl and Mifery, how could they 
chuſe but work wore powerfully on 
ſo many mens minds as ſhould duly 
weigh their merit, then Motives of 
keſſer Conſequence would do: and 
yet we ze what variety of things 
of ancient eime has been fo ſecurely 
brought down to or days, that we 
ſeruple not at all their truths, not- 
withſtanding that the Aforives for 
their continued conveyance were 
incomparably inferior to thoſe, 
which Chriſts Doctrine has ever had 
for the faithfall ky 
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it to the preſent Age. 

But agaioſt this conceiv'd force 
of the Hopes and Fears of endif 
Blif and Airy, I find it ſmartly 
thus urg'd ; Au « mild ſuppoſuts- 
on is this, That Moral Motives and 
Arguments, working on 4 free Prin- 
ciple, the Hill of Man do neceſſs- 
rily produce their effe# ? I's is u 
45 that the Hopes of Heauen, 
and the Fears of Hell, ſhould keep 
Chriſtians conſtant to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt? And à it not as neceſſary, 
that theſe Arguments ſbould prevail 
upon them to the practice of it ? It 
is im vain to go about to demon- 
ſtrate, That all men muſt be good who 


have ſufficient Arguments 9 
to 2 when —— us the 


contrary. Nay, it i in reaſon in- 
poſſible, that Moral Arguments ſhould 
be of a meceſſary and infallible ei- 
cacy, bacauſe they are always pro- 

pounded to 4 free Agent, who may 


{ 
! 


L 
* 

| 

! 


d 2 


The ſeveral ways of reſolving Fach 
chooſe whether he wil yield to them, 
or not. In ted. it u always reaſona- 
ble men ſhonid yield to them, and i 
they be reaſonable. they will 5 but ſo 
lor: 4 they are free. it can never 
be infallibly certain they will, And 
if men be not free, it is no vertue 
at all in them to be wrought upon by 
rheſe Arguments. For what virtue 
Fan it be in any man, to entertain 
.' the Chriſtian Doctrine, and adhere to 
it accordingly, if he do all thu ne- 
ceſſarily, that is, whether he will, or 


#0. 
The prevalent force of this argu» 
againſt what it was prima. 
. rily wrir, I diſpute not; but ſo far 
as it ſeems to make againſt what 1 
have aſſerted of the operative vertue 
of the Hopes ani Fears of Bliſs and 
Miſery, upon the minds of thoſe who 


throughly ponder the weighty Con- 
cern of eternal Pain and Toy; it's 


. whaje ſtrength (I conceive) is 2 
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ded on the three following Suppoſt 
tions, which are not in my appre- 
henſion) ſufficient ſupports for che 
Structure built upon them. 

The fr Suppoſition is this, That 
if Moral Motives produce 2 certain 
and conſtant Effect, the ſame 5 2 
neceſſary Effect, and deſtroys the Li- 
berty of the Will, The ſecond Is, 
That the Freedom of Mans Hil, 
conſiſts in being at full liberty, or 
in an indifferency actually to reſuſe 
or accept what is propounded to it, 
let the Motives, Circumſtances and 
frame of Mind at the time of che 
propoſal be what they will. The 
third ſuppoſition is, That the ſan 
Motives muſt have the ſame obe- 
ration and efficacy on mens Minds» 
8 well to the ſincere prachice, a5 con- 
belief of Chrifts Doctrine. Now 
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' whoic Fabrich, will come to ruine in 
theic dulolucion, And that none of 
then us ſolidity enoug for a good 
foundation of What is laid t crcon, 
I am apt for the Reaſons heteaſter 
given, to. think, 

For, that the ſuppoſal of certain 
and conſtant Effects proceeding from 
Moral Motives would include the 
deſtrutivn of the Ziberty of the 
Hill, | cannot therefore believe, 
becauſe plowing and ſowing, plant- 
ing of vineyards, merchandizing, the 
. Rudy of all Arts and Sciences, the 
making of Laws, and even the gene- 
ration of Mankind, are all of them 
| the Effects of Moral Tuducements, 
| and yet not any of theſe (hall ever 
| fail, ſo long as the Motives, which 
| incline men unto them, continue in 
{ the world. Neither will any man (1 
—_ ſay, that the lf is the 

free therefore, or tha: men do 
; « theſe things wherher they will or not. |. 

X k The | 
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' The Iſſue of which will be, That 
F | <ither a peceſſary effect is conſiſtent 
1 with Freedom of Hil, (what ever 
it truely be) or els that a certain 
- and conſtant effect, is not the ſame 
with a zeceſſary effect, which is enough 
1 (as I ſuppoſe) to be ſaid of the frf 
1 Suppolition, 

Yea, and of the ſecoxd alſo ; for 
if Moral Motives may be ſuch, as 
that they'l certainly in ſome men 
incline the , as has been ſhewn 
by the Iuſtances of Agriculture, 
Planting of Vineyards, Merchandi- 
zing, the ſtudy of Arts and Scien- 
ces, and even the propagation of 
Mankind in the World effected by 
them, they may be; then does not 
the Freedom of the i conſiſt in 
this, that the is at full liberty, 
or in an indifferency, actually to re- 
fuſe, or accept, what is propounded 
to it, let the Morives be never fo 
frong, the Circumſtances as cogent 

| H as 
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as may be, and the fou/ in a con- Io 
dition as prong, as potfibly to be in- dc 
clin'd by them. If it were reply'd, Jt 
That although oral Morives may en 
be ſuch, as that they'l cerranly, in [fr 
ſome Cirremſtances incline the Hills on 
of ſome men; yet, the reaſon of {re 
that is not, becauſe the il could [ig 
not, if it wos!d, always reject what 
it imbraces; but becauſe the Mo- 
tives are ſo ſutztle and grateful to 
the preſent diſpolition of the Mind 
that it will not refuſc them, I ſhould 
readily grant it; and thence withal 
acknowledge, that the il, if it 
would, could unloubredly reject any 
Odject in any Circumſtances what» 
ſever, Hut conſtant experience ſhews 
us, that it often falls our by reaſon 
of the 1otives, the Circumſtances, 
and the preſent difpalition of the 
Soul, that by no means it wil re- 
fuſe what is offerr'd, and fo, as to 
the certainty of the effect, do the 
{ame 
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ſame thing, as if it could not have 
done otherwiſe, For, whenſoever 2 
thing is adjudg'd the alone conveni- 
ent, and fit medium, to the compat- 
ling of an end which is fully reſolv'd 
on to be obrain'd, if the 1 ſhould 
reject it, twould in ſuch caſe (which 
is impoſſible) contradict it's on 
nature. For example, Would it not 
denote a contradictory oppoſition ia 
that mans il, who, # in imme 
nent danger to be drown'd, but de- 
ſirous by all means poſſible to ſave 
his life, mould refuſe to get upon a 
Plank, when he plainly ſaw, and 
was fully ſarisfied, there was no 
other way, but by doing it, to eſcape 
immediat drowning * For, were it 
not in effect to be both deſirow, and 
not defirows, to ſave his life in the 

e moment of time:? which 


"ery 

ing a _ impoſſible to be done 
learly mani 107 e the very — 
ure of the Hill requires, that eme 


2 chung 
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things, in ſowe Circumſtances be 
certainly emocu.'t by it, and conſe- 
quently, that the Freedom of the 
IVA, may count rozerher with the 
certainty of events, which flow from 
Mora! inducements. Thar, this not- 
witlutanding, aud how there may be 
Irtue and Ice, thall be fcen here- 
after in the tenth Section. 

The third dupp zlition, VIZ. That 
the ſame Moiives muſt have the fe 
operation on mens Minds, as well 
to the ſincere p.actice, as to the con- 
ftant belief of Chriſts Doctrine, hath 
no evidence of truch in it, that I 
can diſcern, {nce *tis much more cif. 
ficu't to be p;evai''d with to live 
gudly life, chen to hold faſt and pro 
pagate a received Truth; for to de 
this latter, no more is neceſſary, but 
ro give a fall 4ſſent thereto in o 
Hearts, and to declare the ſame b 
our words (the one of which is 
thing, chat the linderſtanding of 4 

eiu 
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ceſſity does, if the Argument or 
Teſtimony be con vincing; the other 
is a matter of no difficulty at all 
to be perform'd) whereas *tis neceſ- 
ſary to the leading a podly life to 


| ſtrugle much and often with manifold 


ſtrong Tentatiuns, which by reaſon 
of ins corrupted nature frequently 
become his Maſter. And therefore 
we daily ſce, that multitudes of peo- 
ple, who from a firm perſwaſion that 
Chrifts Dodtrin is the onely HFay and 
Means to fave from FI and bring 
to Heaven, are very deiirous and 
ſtucious to have it beleey'd and com 
tinned in the world, wien vet hey 
tive not according to the Rules 
which it preſcribes. But admit it 
were otherwiſe, and that none re- 
garded the continuance of Chriſts 
Doctrine, but tuch as made it ttis ir 
thief care and buſinefs to obſerve 
its Precept; yet ſo long as there 
all be men und women that wil. 
uy H 3 truely 


6 _ The ſeveral ways of reſolving Faith, 
ttruely weigh the merit of the Mo- 
#ives, which perſwade to the belief 
and practice of is ſo long there ſhall 
never want thoſe that wilt ſtedſaſtly 
adhere and. keep: conſtant to them 
both; and ſuch 5 Oh has ever been 
amiiſt che worſt of Perſecutions, 
and will be in the baddeſt times, 
maugre even all the lying Signes 
and wonders of Anticriſt himſelf, 
when he ſhall appear in the world; 
and ſo the Chriſtian Religion (hall 
continne till the conſummation 
of all things; and that not by 
virtue of any miraculous. inſpira- 
tion from Heavez, but by being 
tranſmitted: from Age to Age, of the 
truth of both which ſor the reaſons 
before ſhewn being well aſſur d, I 
am got at length by ſeveral gloſe 
ſteps to the main Querze of all, viz. 
By what #ay, or Means Chrifts Do- 
Frine has been, Succeſſrvely withou 
grieruption- conveid don ** 
i. LY 
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ſo- days, and ſhall be ſo on perpernally 
x4 while the world laſts., * 
al 
Hy 
: 4 — — — — 
cn 
T's SECT. VIII. 
8, 
mes | - By what means the knowledge of 
elf, 4 matter of Fact (ſuch as the 
d; Preaching of the Goſpel by Chriſt 
1all and his Apoſtles was) may be 
ion perpetuated. An examen- of the 
by force of the Romaniſts main: 
ira- Argument, whereby they endes- 
ing vour to ſhew, That Seripture- 
the cannot be the Rule of Faith. 
(Ons Whether the Scripture be not 
L I a intellioible in Paints 
loſe Faith, as Tradition, or t 
Viz. Living Yoice of the Church u. 
* | 
ou at 2 Matter of Fat (ſuch 


as the Publiſbing of our S. 
H 4 


VIOKYS: 
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viowrs Doctrine was) can no other 
way become known to future Apes, 
but either by ſome /Yriting, or by 
an Oral delivery of it, or by both, 
is, beyond cavil, certain. And for 
z much, as no //7:ting can warrant 
"its own awthenticknef, tis requilit 
for the due proof of the authority of 
any Hriting of ancient time, that 
ſame be aſcertain d to us by 
T radition ; ſo thar alchough it were 
a conſeſs d Truth, That Chriſtian 
Doctrine is wholly contain'd in ſome 
one Writing ot other, yet we could 
have no certainty which is that very 
Writing, but by the teſtimony of 
Tradition. 7 radition there: ore is the 
firſt nceeſlary ftep, at leaſt, (it no 
more) which without an medi 
Revelation, (a thing not, but through 
high prt ſumption to be expected) 
can ſafcly lead us to the knowleds 
of the Chriſtian Faith. But w 
in truth there be any A in 
which 


g 5 
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which Chriſfts Doctrine is ſo fully and 
clearly contain d, that it needs no 
further aſſiſtance from Tradition, (ave 
only to atteſt its authenticknefs and 
authority, is a matter ot further en- 
quiry ; For although thoſe Books we 
call Canonical Scripture be ſuſſicient- 
ly witnefled by 7 radition to be the 
Ford of God, yet if neither 774. 
dition moreover- ſay, that they are 
of themſelves a perfect Rule of 
Faith, nor any ſucli aſfit mation or 
equivalent to it, be expreſſly found 
in thoſe Books, nor yet any evident 
proof from Reaſon can be made ap- 
pear, that they are ſo; their being 
the Ford; of Cod (for fo is every 
Divine | Sentence in them) is not 
enough to entitle them to the Rule of 
Faith, or to be able to aſſure us 
what the whole Hill of God in the 
Goſpel is. Bat. Whether Scripture, 


Zradition, or Reaſon, aver ſo much 


Ille omit the diſcuſſion of, till I bave 


weighd 


go The ſeveral 'ways of reſolving Faitly 
ighd what moment an Argument 
much inſiſted on to prove that Scri- 
pture is not the Rule of Faith, nor 
any Part thereof, bears. The Ar- 
gument iS this; 

If Scripture be the Rule of Faith 
it muſt be in this reſpect, as the 
Lurter of it is clearly ſignificative of 
Gods ſenſe in Points'of Faith (be- 
cauſe the thing ſignified by the Zer- 
ter is the Doctrrin of Faith. it (elf, 
which. the Letter as the Rule is to 
aſſure of) ſo that unleſs it clearly: 
hold forth- ſuch a+ plain: determinat 
ſenſe, as that no other can be put 
upon it without manifeſt injury and 
wreſting, it cannot be the _— 
Fauth. And that it doth not 
torth ſuch a ſence, daily Experience 
ſhews, not only by the 4iferenr Com- 
ments on it, but by the difſentrons- 
alſo of thoſe who adbear to it as 
the Fate of ' Faiths 

That the Scyiptwye cannot be — 

Ault 
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Rule of Faith, or any Part of it, 
ſave as the Jetter of it is clearly 
ſignificative of one determi nat ſenſe, 
to me, I confefs, ſeems vndeniable, 
But that the Scripture in nothing 
weceſſary to Salvation i> (0, I ſee wo 
caule at all ro belceve, wlulſt the ca- 
ſons offer d to; prove it oy, are in 
my opiuon) too weak to do ut ; for 


„what matters it as to the Seriproys 
being the Rule of Faith, how many 
: different Commentaries be upon it; 


or what quarrelling there be abaut 
the e Ts I. K. not contain- 
ing Articles of Faith, ? And that 
the Kriptare in ſeveral grand Ay- 
gicles Ok Faul, yea in moſt, 


cative of one determinat ſenſe, as 
the 7 radition of the Church, (whoſe 
geſineſs to he anderſtuood, the 772. 
&tionifts (ay. qualifies it in one prime 
teſpect for the Rule of Faith) 1 thus, 
in a way, agreeable to their own, 
| | Prin- 


F not in all, is as clearly s 4 
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Principles and manner of diſcourſe, go 
about to make clearly evident. 

The Church diffuſive cannot im- 
mediatly declare her thoughts to any 
one, much leſs to every particular 
either perſon or Congregation of peo- 
ple and therefore, whenſoever it has 
been thought neceſſary that the ſame 
ſhould be made known to any of 
her Members concerning a. Point of 
Faith, or which was by ſome pre- 
"tended to be ſo, She has ever us d 

ro employ her Chief 5 6g (who 
could not be ignorant whar the te- 
ſpective Churches under each ones 
harge held in Matters of Faith) to 
Kjmpart her mind about it. And this 
thoſe Paſtors did effect, either by 
Communicatory Letters, ot by meet- 
ing together, and giving rffeir Vote, 
in Council. Now whether, of theſe 
Ways ſocver the fene of the 
Church "diffuſive was at any time 


made known, *twas always done by 
| ex- 
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expreſſing the ſame in ſome aeter- 
minate words committed to Writing. 
If therefore Paſtors. Parents, Guar- 
dians, Nurſes, Maſters of Families, 
(the chief Conveyers of Chriſtian 
Ductrin from Ape to Age) undertake 
to teach any thing as the ſenſe of 
the Church, they muſt (except they'l 
deceive their Hearers) do it either 
in the very ſame words in which the 
Prelats have caus'd it to be put in 
Writing, or in others identified to 
and with the ſenſe of them. And 
that either Teachers, or Zearmers, can 
ever be certain of ſuch identification, 
unleſs the words to which they are to 
be identified be clearly ſignficative 
of one determinat ſence, I think is im- 
poſſible : If ſo be therefore, there be 
any Article of Faith as clearly con- 
tain'd in Scripture, as they are in 
Communicatory Letters, or in the De 
finitions of General Councils, the ſ. 
may be as certainly and ;rwly learn 


The ſeveral mays of reſolving Faith 


by Scripture, as by Tradition or the 
Livims voice of the Church, becauſe 
there is no other way (as was ſhewn) 
to be aſcertain'd of the Churches 
ſenſe but by one of thoſe Means. The 
latter nam'd of which (viz. the De- 
finitions of Councils) having obtain'd 
in the Church to be preferr'd before 
the other, "twill ſuhce, by compa- 
ring Texts of Scripture wich Defini- 
tions of Countils, to try whether thoſe 
be not as clear aid plain to be un- 
de: ſt o, in Points ot C atholick and 
Apoſtolick Faith, as theſe arc. But to 
take the (horteſt Cur, eczule the 
Council of Trent rferrs men wholy 
to the Creed, call'd the VVitene, to 
learn the {hurches ſenſe in thoſe Ar- 
ticles of Faith which it contains, 1 
will look no further into the Coun- 
gilt, but content mv ſelf with _ 


down firſt the Articles of that Cree 

and chen the 7exrs of Sripture over 
againſt them, that by fairly compa- 
| ring 


ri 
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ring them together, I may ſatisſie 
my mind, whether or no the Texts 
of Scripture make out the Articles 
of Faith comp:ehended in the V. 
cene Creed, or any of them, as plaialy 
as it doth; which if it be Gund to do, 
the Ob jectios together with the Res- 
fon given, that, and why the Ser. 
pture cannot be the Rule of Faith, or 
any Part of it, will be of no validity 
for what they were intended. 

But yet, before I compare the 
ent: Seriptuys, and the Articles 
of the Creed together; twill be 
fitting (becauſe I ſaid the Council of 
Trent ſends us to the Micene Creed 
to learn the ſexſe of the Church in 
all thoſe Articles which it contains) 
to tranſcribe the Decree of the third 
Sef. which is this. 

Sacroſanita Oecumenics & Genera. 
lis T ridewtins Synodus, &c, ante 
omnia ffatuit & decernit premitten- 
dam eſſe Confefionem Fidei, Patrum 


ca 


+. 
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exempla in hoc ſecuta, qui ſacratiori- 
bus Conciliis hoc ſcutum contra omnes 
hereſes in principio ſuarum attio- 
num opponere conſueverunt, quo ſolo 
aliquando, & infideles ad fidem trax- 
erunt, hereticos expugndrunt & f. 
deles confirmirunt, Quare Symbolum 
Fidei, quo ſanita Romana Fecleſis 
utitur, tanguam principium illud in 
quo omnes qui fidem "Chriſti profi- 
tentur, neceſſario conveniunt, ac fun- 
damentum firmum & unicum, contra 
uod porte inferni nus quam preva- 
wy totidem verbis quibus in 
omnibus Fecleſtis legitur, exprimen* 
dum eſſe cenſuit, quod quidem ejuſ- 
modi eff. 

Credo in unum Deum Patrem om- 
wipotentem factorem Cali & Terre, 
viſbilium omnium & inviſibilium. Ft 
in ununm Dominum Feſum Chriſtum 
filium Det unigenitum, & ex Patre 
patum ante omnia ſecula, Deum de 
Deo, Lumen de {nmine, Deum we- 

; rum 


1 48 X. 5 © LTP * 9 
1 # the Roman and Reformed Churches 

run de Deo vero; genitam nos fir 
Hum ; conſubtentialem Patri, pet 
quem omnia fatts ſum : Qui propter 
8 nos homines, & 2 noftr am ſa 
5 lutem defeendit de Celis, & ind 
1 matrs eft de Spiruu Santto ex Maria 
Virgine, & factus; cruifiont 
etiam pro nobis ſub Pontio Pulato, 
- paſſus & ſepultis eſt; & reſarrext# 
terti det ſuncundum Sertprurds, Oo 
afcendis in Calum; ſed ad ders 


4 "44 HP . 

* ſtram Patris, & iterum venturi ef 
cum gloria judicare vivos & mar 

1 E | — 

* tuos, cuſus Regni now ern fires. F- 


{ 1 ſpiritum ſanitum Dominum G 

wvivificantem, qui ex Patre 3 
roctdit; gui cum Patre & Fil 
ſimul adoratur & tohglorificatuy, pu 

2 larutus eft per Srophetas. Et h 
Canct am, Catholitam, & Apoffolit am 
T Ecilefiam. Conftcor unum Baptiſnia ith 
remiſſionem peisatorum. N kee 
reſurreffionew mortuworum, & u 

wengwri feculs. Amen, a 

| - Har 


Having here fer down the Micene 
Crred, as it is in the Zrext Council, 
I ſhall ſtraight compare the ert of 
Seripture, with the PFords, wherein 
that Cyeed is cxpreſs'd, in all the 
Articles of it, ſave only in that of 
the Bleſſed Pinity, Which although, T 
make no doubt, but *cis demonſtrable 

Scripture; yet, in regard it can- 
we K with chat brevity 
which the reſt may be ; and that if 
' Scripture be ia other Articles as clear 
as the words of the Creed are, tis 
enough to overthrow. tlie Objection; 
(whole ſuppos'd ſtrength lyes in tliis, 
That it ſhews Scripture nor to be 
plainly ſignificativ® of one determi- 
wat ſenſe in any Article of Faith 
whatſoever) Fle begin with this Ar. 
ticle of the Creed; Qui deſcendit de 
Celis, propter nos homines, dl rs 
noſtram ſalutem ; and deſcend to the 
reſt in their due order. 


— 


One 


—— 


The word of the Creed. | 
— . ” —c 

Qui dctendit de 
Coli. 


Propter nos ho. 
mines, & propter 


noſtram ſalutem. 
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The Tents ot Seriptüre- 


Exivi A Pure 
& veni in muN- 
dum iter reli. 
quo mundum + 


| ado ad Patrem. 


Dicunt ei Diſei- 
puli ejus, ecte nuut 
palam loqueru, C. 
Proverbium mul. 

lum dicis, Joh. 16; 

28. 29. 


Faitrs eft obtems- 


peramibiv (bi o 


nibus cauſa fdlnts: 
«terne, Heb. 5. 9. 

Non eſt in altquo 
#lio ſalus, net enim 


aliud nomen eft fal 


1 telp datum hom 


Bibus in quo, 


; 


portet nos fav 
2 
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The words of the Crcee | 
— 


— 


Et imearmatia 


oft. 


| 


De ſpirits Fun- 
fo ex Maria Vir- 
Eine. 


i 


—̃ — 


The Tecrs of Seripture. 


| fieri, Acts 4. 44. 


Verbum caro fa- 
am eff, Joh. 1. 14. 

Multi ſeductores 
exterunt in man- 
dum, qui non confi- 
tentur Feſum Chri- 
ſtum veniſſe in car- 


ne, hic eſt 3 
& anmichriſtus, 2 
Joh. 7. 


Cum efſet deſpon- 
ſata Mater ejus 
Maria Joſeph, an- 
requam conveni- 
rent, inventa eſt in 


utero habe us de ſpi- 


ö 


rita Suucto, Matth. 


1. 18. 


Dixit Maria 44 
s Aagelum, 
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The Tezu of Sctipture 
| fiet iſtud, quoniam 
virum 10 cognoſ- 
co ? 

Et reſpondens 
Angelus aixit ei, 
Hiritus Sanctus ſa- 
pervemet in te, &. 
virtus altiſſimi ol. 
| umby abit tibi, ideo- 

uod n ˙ 
; = refunds _ 


cabitur Filius Det, 


| Luc. 1. 33. 34. 
#t homo factue.| 


Num Dems, ume 
& Mediator Dei 
& homizuw, homo 
Chrifhus Feſus, 
I Tun. 2.5. 
unis delicto 


multi mortus ſunt, 
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The words of the C recs. The Texts of Scriprore. 


— — — 


— 


mults mazis gratia 
Dei, & donum in 
| gratia unius homi- 
nis Feſu Chriſti in 
plures abundavit, 


hy | | Rom. 5. 15. 
 Crnejfizes etians Fide Matth. 27. 
VL Pontio Pilato. Marc. 15. Luc, 
- | 23. John 19, 


Pro wobei. | Chriſtus ſemel 
\ pyro peccato paſſus 
| eſt, juſtus pro inju- 

fu, ut nos offerret 
| Deo, mortifisat vs 
| quidem carne, vi- 

” | wificatus autem [þi- 

rita, 1 Per. 3.18. 

Dip nres- es acci- 
pere librum & 2 
ire ſigniculum 
7 
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The Texts of £ cripruce, 


— — 
— —-— 


ejas, quoniam ccci- 
ſus es, & redemiſti 
nos Deo in ſang ui- 
ne tuo ex oui tri- 
ba, & lingua, 8 
populo, & natione, 


Rev. 5. 9. 


Pilatus iraba- 
tur fi jam obtiſſet; 
.&+ accerſito C entu- 


rione interrogabat. 


th. 27; 
50, Luc. 23.46. 


Joh. 15, zo, 
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The words of the Creed. | The Texts of Sctipture. 


— 


— — 


H ſepultuseſt., | Ft acepto corpo- 


re Joſeph involvit 
lad in ſindone 
munda, & poſuit 
illud in monumen- 
40 ſuo novo, quod 
exciderat in petra, 
& advolvid ſax- 
am Tag num 4 
oſtium monnmenti, 
& aliu, Matth. 
427. 59, 60. vide 
Marc. 15 46. Luc. 
13. 53. Joh, 19. 
40,41, 42. 


" Bbreſurregit ter- Fide Marth, 28. 
#4 die ſecnndurs | Marc 16. Luc. 24. 
Kxiptur as Ich 20, 


Ft aſcendit- in | Pominus guidbm 
lum, ſedet ad | Feſus poſt quam lo- 
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dextrom Pauru. 


#? iterum ves. 


The Texts of — 
in cælum, 


7 sf | 


cuts eff, aſſa 
tris, Marc. 16. 19. 


 portanſque omnia 
verbo — [ae 
| purgationem Peccs- 


| | Forums faciens,ſedes 


| 4d dextran Maje- 
| fatis im excelſis, 
| Heb, 1. 3. vide 
| Heb. 8. 1. 1 Pet. 
| 3. 22. 


Quoniam ipſe Do- 


torus oft cum gloria 


minus in juſſu, & 
n 
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jodicare vjvos & | in vore Arthange- 
wortacs. , & in tuba Dei 
deſcendet de Cælo, 
& mortui in Chri- 
fo reſurgent primi, 
1 Thel. 4. 16. 
Precepit nobis 
predicare populo, 
| teſtificari quis 
ipſe eſt, qui conſti- 
tutus ft judex vi- 
| | vorum, & mortuo- 
rum, Acts 10. 42. 
1 Teftificor coram 
Deo & Feſt Chri- 
fo, qui judicaturus 
eft. vives & mor- 
FP ex adven-. 
tum ipſius & reg- 
in Tim. 
" 4 RW: 
© Oni reddent ra- 


tionem 


| 


—— = 
—— wy — — 


grit fins. 


—_T_ 


Cultus regui nom 


The Tete of Scriptuns = 


— — — 


| tonem ei, qui para- 
tus eft judicare vi- 
vo mortuos, 
8 Pct. 4. 5. 


Kegni ejus non 


erit fints,Luc.1.33. 
vid. Kevel. 11. 15. 


Funtes docete 


Credo unam ſan- 


Fam Catholicam, 
. ifs. 


Aeſam. 


omnes gentes bap- 
tizantes eos in no- 
mine Patri & Fi- 
lit c Sancti Spi- 


rituc. 
Docentes con ſtr- 

vare omni - 

cant 2 


vobiſcum ſun om- 
nibus diebus uſque 


ad conſummatio- 
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vobis ; & ecce eg 
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The words of the Creed. 


— 
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- Confteor num 
- Baptiſma in remiſ- 
_ Sonen pect ator um. 


cor pori⸗ 


| | fert 'unum ovile G- 


| The Texes of Scripture. 


— 


nem ſeculi, Matth. 
28. 19. 20. 

Io eſt caput 
— . 
Coloſſ. 1. 18. 

Hias oves habeo 

non ſunt ex 
me 0 addace- 
re, vocem me- 


am audient, & 
nas Paſtor, John 


10. 16. 
| Unns Dominus, 
uns Fides, aum 
Baptiſms, Epheſ. 
"ORE x 
Penitentiam 4 
| gite & baprizetur 
un ſquiſqune we- 
rum 


- 
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frim in nomine 
Feſs Chriſti in re- 
miſſionem peccato- 


rum vweſftrorum, 
Acts 2. 38. 
| An ignoratts 
quia quicung, bap- 
rica ſurmus in 
Chriſto Feſa, in 
mortem ipſius bap- 
ticati ſumus? off 
(onfſepulti enim 
ſamus cum iflo per 
| Baptiſmun in mor- 
tem, ut quomode 
| Chriſtss ſurrexit 
| & mort ui per glo- 
| riam Patras, ita & 
nos is novitate vi- 
te ambule mut. 
Si enim com 


dati fai ſamùs fi- 


— Þ 
— 


& expetto- re- 


The ſeveral maps of reſolving aii 


The words of rh: Creed, 


The Texts of Seriprure 
militudini mortis 

ms, fimul & re- 
Farrettions ert- 
or, 

Hoe ſciemtes quia 
vetus homo noſter 
ſimul crucifixus eſt, 
ut deſtruatur cor- 
pus peccati, ut ul- 
tre non ſerviamns 

cafo, 

Qui enim mor- 
tuns eſt, juſtifica- 
tus et 4 peccato, 
Rom. 6. ver. 1, 2; 
3, 4, J, 6, 7+ 

Baptizare + ab- 
lie peccata tua in- 
vocato nomine iþ- 
fins, Acts 22. 16. 


Ss reſurreti 


mor; 


* 
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ſurrectionem mor- mort norm non ef, 
tnorum. neque Chriſtas re- 


catio, un. 
Fides veſtra. 1 Cor. 
15. v. 13. 14. 


Ft vitam venturi | Amen dico val, 

tculi, Amen. emo eft qui reli- 
4 querit domune, ant 
| fr at res, ant ſorores, 
aut Patrem, ant 


rents 
nunc in 1 8 
r. & i ſcul⸗ 

fo 


n Fe ſeveral wiyt ef reſolving Faith 
The words of the Creed «The Texts of Scripture, 


— 2 — pI 
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ut uro vitam 4tey- 
nam, Marc. 16. 
29. 30. 

Vie Matth. 25. 
46. 1 Cor, 15. 
Ver. 52, 33, 54: 
[1 Theſl, 4. ver, 
16. 17. 


Many more Texte of Scripture, 
þelides theſe here produc'd, might, if 
need were, be added for confirmati- 
on, That the mention'd Articles con- 
tain'd in the Alicene Creed, are as 
plain and clearly to be found in Serie | 

Pure, as in it. 
| Granting, Will the 7. r | 
— ſay, the truth of whar | 1 

I bere affirm; yet may both the 
Scripture, and the Creed, be further | 
 Glear'd and explicated. No doubt, ! 
but they may, ſuppoling them firſt | "x 
to 


| oe" fai forme 7 words Mat 


2 
— , 
Eg 

. 
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to be rightly underſtood ; but how 
they (ould be that, unleſs they be 
plainly ſignificative of ane determs- 
nute ſenſe, I am not able to appre- 
hend. If the PFadztioniſts reply, yes, 
they may be underſtood arigbe 
from this, that men ſee the ſame 
things taught dayly among - Chriſti. 
ans. 1 anſwer, I hat of ſeveral Hords 
or Seatences compar'd cogether, ir 
camot with certaisty be affirm'd, 
they import the fame thing, ſave on- 
ly by thoſe to whom they're known 
to be plainly ſignificative of ane de- 
germinat ſenſe. Nor does this at all 
hinder, why as well the Scripture as 
the Creed, may not to the multitude 
he made more plain and eafie to 
be underſtood, then of rhemiſetves 
they can in reaſon be thought to ap 
ear to them. Yea, ſome people, 1 

lieve there be, whoſe Tatelk ts are 
ſo weak and ſtupid, that ſcarce any 


IE 
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ever, can be fully adapted to their 
capacities ,, whence even the eafieſt 
— that are fram'd, we fee, 
are with much diligence explain'd 
by the Cærechiſt; yea and not a few, 
I fear, of his own words us'd for 
explication of others, often ſtand 
need themſelves of expoſition to ſome 
of his Auditors; 28 what is ye- 
ry plain and eaſie to be underſtood 
by ſome men, may to others be. ob- 
ſcure and difficult, 


SECT, IX. 


hu the Proper of the Rule of 
Chriſtian Faith be ? and whether 
they agree tu holy Kripture ? 


Lehough I have clear d the Scri- 
$400 
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tion af yaincelligibleneſs in Matters 
of Catholick Faith caſt upon it, yet 
unleſs, beſides, that it is plainly fig- 
nificative of one determinate ſenſe, it 
have likewiſe theſe two further Pro- 
perties, vic, That it contain all things 
of neceſery Belief and Practice; and 
ſo, as that anexplicit knowledge of them 
be attamngble, it cannot be the Rule 
of Chrifties Faith. For ſince the 
very Ground and Keaſon why ſome 
Scriptural Dadtrins are call d xereſſary 
in contradiſtinction to others other, 
wiſe, is from beuce; that they are 
held neceſſary to be plainly underſtood, 
to che intent the Credexds of them 
may heexplicitly believed, the Avends 
frequently praffur'd in order to (a. 
vation, all Neceſſaries muſt of ne- 
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a 
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clearly deliver d in Scriptere, believes 
all things neceſſary to Salvation, and 
much more ; becauſe if they ſpeak of 
an implicit Belief, that, in Neceſſaries 
to ſalvation is not ſuthcient, and to 
have an explicit Belief of all Doctrins 
(almoſt infinite) clearly held forth 
in Sacred Writ, is not a thing pra- 
cticable. The chree mentioned Quali- 
fications then, Firſt, That Scriptore | tc 
be intelligible in Matters of Cathblick | # 
Faith. Secondly, Thar it be campre- 0. 
henſi ve of them. Thirdly, That hey] ſa 
be diſtinguiſhable in Scripture, (though | ft 
not by it, for that 1 have formerly] b. 
ſhewn/ is not to be exſpected) from| th 
moſt other Truths (I do not ſay all, I 
for to have an exact Catalogue off he 
all Neceſlaries diſtinct from every 

other Scriptural Doctrin, is not, as 
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I think, poſſible ; ſo neither, I am furdÞ fu 
neceſſary ; becauſe if nothing ney fe 
ceſſary be omitted, it matters not hc cc 


many Truths beſides What are « 


, ſary be explicitly known together 
es | with them) clearly contained in it, 
xd | arc all of them requiſit to Scripture, 
of | if we will have it to be the Rule of 
ies | Ghriftian Faith. Which Qualificati- 
to | ons, whether they do accord to Scri- 
ins | pture, or no, let's make ſome tryall 
if we can diſcover, 


al- BeſiJes what J have already ſaid 
wre | to the firſt, (viz. That Scripture is 
lick | intelligible, or plainly ſignificative of 
re- one determinat ſexſe in neceſſaries to 
hey ſalvation)* many Arguments both 
from ir ſelf, and the Fathers, are 
brought by the Learned to prove, 
that it and the ſecond alſo, (namely, 
That the Holy Seripture compre- 
hends whatſoever is of neceſſary be- 
lief and practice) pertain to Holy 
Writ ; and it they were not ſtretchd 

further by ſome, then they'l without 
. mg extend, I ſee not how they 
could reaſonably be deni'd ro be 
4 K 3 con- 
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For all be ic anger be 


not clear in all things neceſſary t 
ſalvation to ebery ome, yet it ma 

be to ſome, who are able to uſe the 

beſt Means attamable for the —_ 
ſtanding it in thoſe things, right. 
This Þe great Promoter and p. 
vancer of the Traditionary Doctrine 
Thomas Anglis ex Albin, in lus 
Sonur Bucine, (cems plainly to me 
to confeſs, who Zraitat 2. Parr. 


19. in anſwer to this QvjeRion, Sa- 


Hi Patres teftantur ſicras Stripturas 


eſſe ſufficientes ad nos 7 06, c 


continere omnia que Filem, & 
Mores Helkaur) & quidem fine mag n 


labore ; faith, Aliud eſ omni: neceſ- 


aris in ſacrs Script ura Ccontineri, 
rw FT, ſſe xk 1 ſieut alind 
et eſſ: eſſe aiquid ph in ſe, alind 
vero eſſe fe Ke at enim 1 
fut Reg af bo r 1 
Vent —— fic obſ⸗ Fr FL 


tontineri meceſſaria in Libris ru, 


2 


Wr ee 
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d ot non niſi cum labore, & 4+ ſolis 
o bit flevi vel agnoſei certa. 
wg to what is here writ, Scri« 
bs not deni'd to have rediryde 
77 | enoughinittobea Ne; and ſo might 
be the Rule of Faith, if it were but 
4 applicable, that is ſuch, as might cer- 
me | tainly be leatn'd from it, II hat things 
W | are revealed in it by God as neceſſary 
ne | zo bring men to Felicity. Whether 
therefore the ſatred Scripture be ſuch, 
a- or no, ſhall be my next Zaquery. 
31 Of the three Qualifications requiſit 
6 to conſtitute Stripture the Rule of 
Faith, two are found to belong to ut, 
vis. it's intelbgibleneſf in things ne- 
ef- teſſary to ſalvation ; and it's compre- 
benſi vene them. The third, whi 
ind is, That : weteſſaries be diſhin- 
1 wiſheble from other Seriptaral Truths, 
uu 15 far as is tequiſit to gain an ex- 
% plitir knowledge of them, I will next 
% ſo conſider of, as to make it my bu- 
1 ſmeſs to ſearch out, Whether or no 
RET they 


ey may be  diffindtly k on 
and in caſe chey may, by what 
Means it is to be done. By what 
Megns would ſome (ay, but by Seri+ 
| pture ? For if by Kripture it feif 
[| the diſtini# knowledge of them can- 
| not de attain d unto, Seripture will 
| not of ir, felf point us out our Hay 

to Heaven, and conſequently, is not 

the Rule of Faith. I deny the Con- 

ſequence ;- tor if Seripture be intelli- 
| gible in all things meeſſary to ſalva- 
tion, and that bv any Meas we can 
| attain to a diſtini# knowledge ob 
| them, we ſhall aſſuredly by Scripure 
| be ſhewn our a to Heaven, and 
| conſequently, A will be the 
| Rule of Faith; for that is (I con- 
ceive) the Rule of Faith imo which 
it is fnally refolv'd as an infalbble 
Hitneſi ot ity let che Helps antece- 
dently  requifit to that Reſolution 
be what, or as many as they will, 
ace theſe latter only directs us to 
that, 


e Roman and Reformed Charches, - 
that, which directs us our aN to 
Alis. 


Here ſome perhaps would be ready 
to offer another Objection, to this 
pole ; Neceſſary Points are reduci- + 

le to a very few, perchance to this 
one, To believe and truſt in Feſus 
Chriſt for remiſſion of ſinns (and of 
this Doct᷑rin, the Scripture it (elf 
reaches a weceſſity) which they might 
the more confidently inſiſt on, becauſe 
it ſeems to be contirm'd by that re- 
markable Inſtance of the penitenc 
Thief on the Creſs. To this 22 
be anſwer' d, that although the Thief 
on the Croſs who believ'd in Chrif 
was ſav'd without an explizit know- , 
ledge of the Reſurreftion, AſcenSion 
and Coming to Fudgment of our Bleſ- 


e Saviour, becauſe by reaſon of 


the Circumſtances he was in, tree 
Holineſs, or the ſincere love of God 


in Chriſt was wrought in his heart; 


yet it cannot be rationally inferr'd 


from 


die ſeveral ways of refolving Faith,” 
from thence, that the Reſorrection, 
Aſcengion and Coming to Fudo ment 
our Zord are not Points, which 
the Rule of Faith holds forth, as 
* Articles of Catholick and Apoſtolick 
, Belief. For what in ſome extraordi- - 
nary Cirtumſtances may be an eff. 
cactows means to work Contrition and 
a nom, of amendment of Life to fl. 
, vation in on, the ſame will not be 
ſo to others in the common and ordi- 
courſe of Mans life; and to 
this muſt the Rule off Faith extend, 
I mean to afford Motives, or Matters 
| of Belief, and Precepts of good life 
| Manners, apt and convenient to 
+ bring »eltitad-s of people following 
| heir ſeveral Puatiovs to dye unto Sin, 
and to live unto Kighteo vſaeſi, whole * 
Crown is Hverlaſting life and Bliſs. 
Several Neteſſaries theu there are in 
reſpect of Mankind, and although 
euery one of them be not abſolutely 
neceſſary for every individual perſon 
to 


a 
1 
4 
U 
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to know, yet i that they are more 


generally neceſſary to be known, the 


Rule of Faith would be imperfett if 
it wanted any or of them. Aud chett- 
fore, I conceive; J have very good 
ground and cauſe to think, that the 
Fundamentals Ok the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion are more then theſe divine T ruths 
whatever they be) which are ſo uc- 
ceſſary, that not any er men can 
be ſav'd without an expref know- 
ledge of them ; becauſe more Mo- 
tives, and ore. Precepts, will in all 
reaſon, be neceſſary to bring a mut- 
ritude in different Conditions, and wa- 
iu Circumftantes e x true fenſe of 
their finns, and an #earfy turning 
from them to God, then to work the 
lite effect in ſome une, or a few per- 
ſons in ſome advantazrons Circum- 
ſtances, which may tupply the defect 
of ſeveral Credenda and Arenda in 
influencing the Mind, that otherwiſe 
will be neceffary {or the conver iu of 

| vthers 


e ſeveral'ways of reſolving Faitſi 
others, not in the ſame or like helpfull 
Circumſtances with them; and o of 
right belong to the Rule of Faith, 

The two paſt Objections ſolv'd, I 
return to my Queries, Whether or 
no, all aries to ſalvation be (0 

far diſtinguiſhable in Scripture as to 
be explicirly known; and in caſe 
they be, by whit means an explicit 
knowledge of them is attainable. 
If ſuch a knowledge of them be at- 
tainable, it mult be hy one of theſe four 
ways; Either by Scripture it ſelf , 
or by ſome other /Yriting of Ca- 
tholick truth and authority; or by 
evident Reaſon ; or laitly, by 7ra- 
dition. Not by Scripture, the Fcri- 
pturiſts themſelves (as was ſaid be- 
tore) acknowledge, Nor is there any 
other Book of Catholick truth and au- 
thority (I ever heard of) undertakes 
to direct to them. And as for Prin- 
ciples of meer Reaſon, or Science 
grounded on the Credenda an! _ 
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da themſelves, we cannot expect to 
have any certain diſtinct notice of 
them from either of them, becauſe 
a necefity of ſuch Truths as are above 
human ingeny, or meerly poſitive (as 
there be ſeveral of boch ſorts in Seri- 
pture) is not to be learn'd from 
thence. There's but onely one thing 
then remaining, which can poſſibly 
give intelägence of them, and tis 
Tradition, taken either in this ſenſe, 
That ſuch and ſuch places of Scripture 
have been ever held and taught to con- 
gain all neceſſaries to ſalvation 3 an 
Aſſertion never (I think) maintain'ds 
or els in this ſenſe, as tis ſaid to 
be, A conſtant uninterrupted courſe 
teaching, learning aud pratticing 
Chriſts Doctrine, fet on foot by our 
bleſſed Saviour, and his Apoſtles, and 
continued by their Diſciples, and the 
ſucceeding Generations ever ſince ; 
which courſe, if it have been really 
taken, che difficulty of getting an _ 

* pre | 


S The fever] ways of reſolving Faich 
| 7e knowledge af Neceſſaries cou. 
eain'd in Scriature will rergrimate in 
knowing what Divine Truths have 
been ſo conver i. and then tinding 
Textr in Fah unn parati:l there: 
unto, Fult, then it mult ve taught 
after ; Whether Chriftias Dottris 
has by ſuch a conriny.d courle been 
brought down to us, or not? And 
ſecondly „in the Truthes, indeed 


there werg any ſo þrought down, 
de: 7 


ern 


4 Enquiry, whether Chriſls Da- 
| Aris has been «fic con- 
" | pr 

ve 4 without 1e 


the Le _ 


yur 


Z on „ 
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Four grand ' Arguments wrg'd 
avainſt the indefectibiluy of 
r4pition, are“ 


Hether Chriffs Doctrin has 
| deen Orally deliver'd and pra. 
Higally handed down to us without 5- 
gernption, I (hall by this that follows, 
{abour to ſatizfic my ſelk. 

That there is no real Benefit ac- 
crews to Chriſtians by the Rule of 
Faith, if the Things contain'd in it, 
be not explicitly believ d, and ſincerely 
2 is, I preſume, unqueſtionably 
truce, The exerciſe therefore of Chri- 


Even 


as The ſeveral ways of reſolving Faich 
ſhould not with equal care (at leaſt) 
have been regarded, 

Bur further, and more particularly 
thus; Chriſts Doctrin conliſts of Cre- 
denda and Agenda, which the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts, before they were 
committed to writing, and after alſo, 
orally taught to multitudes of people, 
who cordiafly embrac'd them, — 
fully perſwaded that their own an 
their Poſterit ies eternal welfare de- 
pended on the Belief and Practice of 
them. Sd long therefore as the ſame 
Motives which ſo inclin d cheſe pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ſhall remain among 
men and affect them, (which will be 
as was ſhewn Section, 7. to the worlds 
end). ſo long chere ſhall be 3 
* Tearning, and prafficing the Ne- 
e to Salvation compos d of the 


0 and Agenda of the Goſpel. 


4 


The former of which, if they be as 
. any tell us they, are, (vis. 
* thc 0 is'd within che Apoſtoltea! 


Creed) 


— 
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mot much mo e dithcult ro be learn d 


ptariſis) the ſubſtance ol Chriſtianity. 


more, yet would fo ſmall a Catechs 


- A 5 


ur tht Noman 4 Reforived Chutches 
Creed) no doubt miglit with eaſe have 
been 'oraly tranſmitted trom Age to 
Ave till now, and may de ſo, while 
tic world laſts, - A; tor the Agende, 
'or 7 hings of neceſſary practice, the 
Lords Prayer, auu our Duty tcwards 
God and Man, comprehended chiefly 
in the Zen Commandments, they are 


and kept in mind. Aid to theſe the 
Sacraments, the continual {celebration 
olf which prepetaates them, and we 
have (by the Conſent of the Ser» 


But admit the Credends and Age 
which onght explicitly to be believ d 
and del, prattic d, were as man 


contain them fl, as Children and the 
vulgrr fort might generally, wirtiour 
u labour, be tanglit. That the 
6s thereſore to Salvdion 
ever fail to be preffigily tran 
ſmicted from Generation o | 
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ties is a like impoſlible;; as that mults- 
tudes ot people ſhould not in every Age 


be truly deſirous of their own, and their 


Pofteruies everlaſtin inefs, ſee 
uy [ have Terdch. Ve 4 thing 
af and weceſſary to Salvation to be 
perform'd, to prepetuate Chriſts Do- 
Grin by a continued practical De- 
2 of it, till the Contummation of 
gs. N | 
However clear the truth of this 
may ſeem, yet in regard I meet with 
four grand Arguments urg'd ſtiffly 
inſt che indefectibility of Tradition, 
two of which are thought. (by ſome) 
to be grounded on firm Reaſon ; the 
other ,- on certain Experience x 
*ewill be requifit well to conſider of 
them, and co try their ſtr 
The frf# is, Tliat Moral Cauſes 
work not neceſſarily, and therefore it 
— le * _ bow 
ever frongly the Motives 1 


(ical continuance . Chriſte - 


e w 
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be appli'd to the mind, rhe Will will 
wndoubtellly embrace them, und aft ac 
cording to them, I his firſt Argument 
15 fathciently (T chu) anſwer's, Se- 
Aion, 7. yet tor fuller conviction 1 
will add thäs here, that the fame A. 
gument if àppli d to Scripture, would 
prove as much every jot agabiſt Scr?- 
proves preſervation, as againſt the com- 
tienance of Tradition. If it be repli'd, 
that Gods Goodneſs is engag d for the 
preſervation of Scripture ; 1 grant ir; 
if man uſe his v endeavours; other- 
wiſe, God is not (1 conceive) toncern'd 
to preſerve c; for I preſinne no man 
of ſound Reaſon will ſay, that God 
bs oblig' d by his Goodacts immediatly 
to (ave it F/iſelf, or to commit che 
ſafegnard of it to the ſole care of 
Angels, when Men, whole Conters 
Ic 45 co preſerve it, are ſufficient (if 
there be no default in themſelves) 
for the work. If Mans endeavours 
therefore for 1 conſervation of * 
2 
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de frre in that ſence which the Ob- 
jection ſuppoſes every action of Man 
to be, there will be no more certain 
ty of the continuance of Kripture, 
then of the practical Delivery of 
Chriſts Doctrine throughout af Ge- 
werations ;, and if the Church ſhould 
at any time be without it's Rule of 
Faith, twould either dwindle away 
to nothing, or become a meer Babel 
of Anarchy and Confuſion, 

The ſecond Argument to prove, 
That Tradition is not of an isde- 
fectule nature is this; If men be 
not free, it is no virtue at all is 
them te be wronght upon by Moral 
Motives ; for what wirtae can is be 
in any mas to entertain the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and adhere to it whether 
be will or no ? 1 willingly grant, it 
is no virtue in any man to do a 

ing whether he will or no; for 
to do a thing whether a man will 
r 

| c 
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uſe of the Phraſe) to do it g 
bis Wilt, which as jo the aus elici- 
tw of the Hil, involves this mani- 
teſt Contradiction, to will and ill at 
once the ſame thing. The words there- 
fore, whether he wil or no, muſt be 
interpreted, to mean, here in the Ob- 
jectioan, no more then weceſſarily, or 
rather, in propriety of Speech, cer- 
tainly ; for, I take a weceſſary effect 
in the moſt ſtrict and proper notion 
of it, to be an effect wrought in a 
Subject wholly peſſive ; whereas the 
Hill is an ative Principle, and al- 
ways determines it ſelf, however 
powerfully the Motives work upon 
it. Whence it is, that even the bleſ- 
fed Saints and Angels in Heaven, 
though their affefions be moſt ſtrong- 
ly and unalterably fixd on God, are 
not neceſſitated thereto without cheir 
ann great gelte, and active ten- 
dency to the enjoyment of their So- 


vereigu Good, If then the frejtion 
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of the very End, be ſo voluntary, 
that the Vi is effive therein, cis 
certainly ſo, in reſpect of the Means: 
conducing to it, to the choice where- 
of, leliberation is prerequir'd , the 
othce of which deliberation, is to 
conſult bat means. will be moſt a- 
vailable to obtain the deiign'd E 
by; the principa/ of which in Morals,, 
is Mans Sammum Bonum, or ſave- 
reign, Good, namely, the fruition, of 
God whereunto as well the Moral 
as Theolag ical Yertnes, are conduci- 
ble Means ; fo that to; be 4a 
virtuorm, is to act for thę enjoyment 
of the Chief Good, in a, way pro- 
per for the attaining of h; which 
to do the more. ſtedfaſtly, coaſtantly, 
and certainly, wete not, I ſhou d 
think, ro, do leſs, bm tathet more 
virruouſly; yet without infringing che 
Liberty. of the g which retains 
always it's aatiye power, when, it ſo: 
es, to do orhermuſs.. Bar hat 
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habit of V irtae in any man grow fo 
ſtrong and potent, that it perpetually 
incline him to purſue his Chief Good, 
1 hope, the enjoyment of God, will 
not be made fuch a neceflary effect 
thereby. as that hel enjoy God, whe- 
ther himſelfe will or no. The certainty 
therefore of a thing wrought by Moral 
Cauſes, is no evidence that Man is not 

ued with Free- will, but only ſhews 
that the Muti ves act ſo vigorouſly 
and powerfully —— the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of the Mind, and the 
Circumſtances à man is in, that the 
Hills native indifferency to will or 
mot to will, is caſt by them on that 
ſide, which makes for producing the 
Efe#, but yet fo, that it's the ills 
own choice to do it, which determins 
#ſelf by reaſon of the preſent agreeable. 
neſs and gratefullneſs of the Aforives 
thereunto, For unleſs we'll deny the 
conſtant Experience of all Ages, we 


mult needs confeſs, that there is a 
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certainey. of, divers Effects in the. 


coutſe of ſeveral things in the world 
(ſuch as were mentioned Section 7. 
beſides many more not ſpoken. of) 
which flow from Moral: Mwutives ; ſo 
that it would be more tolerable. if 
there were no way to. recoucile Free» 
will, and that cer tainty, to make doubt 
of che farmer, rather then of the 
latter. ; out we ſee, by what has 
been (aid, That a certainty. of effects 
proceeding from Moral; Canſes, and, 
the native. Liberty o Mans. I 
may well enough conliſt together. 
The ather tay Arguments. brought 
to prove, That Tradition is defect ible, 
are Founded on two./xftances, the tor-, 
mer of which is chis ; De 7ragditivn, 
of the nue true God mat in a. ſhort; 
time fo defac'd and corrupred, that the. 
world did laps» img Polytheiſm. and: 
Lolatry, althoughit-was. ſetled in the 


heart of Noah, and; firmly belieu'd by. 
Aus, 2 
t 
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Poſterity. To this 1 anſwer, firſt, 
—.— the like OPT 2 
Dot#rin. committed only to three 
Families, ſhould be ſo permanent, as 
that which is entruſted to millions of 
le, allbeu the Mattves for the 

pr ervation of it were the ſame. Bug 
L ſceondlꝑ anſwer, that the Motives for 
propagating Chyiſtianity are far more 
excellext, then the Motives whith Noah. 
and his Sang had for the continuing 
the belief of the ane true God. For 
the expref, motives. in ancient time, 
boch — — were 
only , 
which Pen becauſe they were Tad 
the lad and good: promilcuoully ; in 
Mat ſome of both = abotinded with 
Riches and Honour, and others = 
ix 
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their «fliions ; tis obvious to con- 
ceive, conlidering the frequent renta- 
tions to Ambition, Luxury, and Ava- 
rice, that men would be farr leſs in- 
tent to regard Truth, and exerciſe acts 
of Piety and Vertue, when everlaſting 
Bliff and Miſery were only gather'd 
by. Conſequence to be the final Por- 
tion of good and evil men; then 
when in 7 words they were con- 
ſtantly preis d, and inculcated as Mo- 
tives, the one to incline men to em- 
brace Truth and Goodneſs ; the other, 
to deterr them from Frror and Vice, 
as ſince the Preaching of Chrifts 
Goſpel they have ever been. Nei- 
ther, which 1 rhirdly, and laſtly An- 
{wer, will it be granted, That the 
Traditicn of the one true God ever 
faild, or was totally loſt, till it ap- 

that Abraham and J, had not 
— of Him from Sew, or 
ſome of his Progeny. Could Abra- 
hen (faith Dr. Srilheg fler, Origin. 


Sur. 
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Sacr, Book 2. Chap. 2. Seth, g.) when 
he was contemporary with Sew, be 
ignorant of the Truth of the * 
when Sem, from whom he deriv 

himſelf, was one of the Perſons who 
eſcap'd it in the Art? Could Sem 
be ignorant of the actions before the 
Flood, when Alam, the firſt Man, 
live! ſome part of his time with 
Noah ? And could Noah then be ig- 
norant of the Creation, and Fall of 
Man ? The ſame Learned Author in 
the ſame Se, a little before, writech 
thus; Adam converſed ſometime 
with NVoch , Sem his Son, was pro- 
bably living in ſome part of Facobs 
time, or Haacs at leaft , And how 
eaſily, and «nixterruptedly might the 
general Zradition of the ancient Hi- 
Lory, be continued thence to the time 
of Aofes, when the number of Fa- 
milies a * in this Tradition was 
— withall incorporated 
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I demand. then (ſaith the Doctor) 
where can we (| any ignorance, 
or cutting off this general 7raditi- 
on, in (0 continued a Succeſſion as 
here was? 

The latter /zſtance offerr'd to diſ- 
prove the 7ndefeftibility of Traditi- - 
on by, is about the Proceſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which the Zatin Church 
(aich the Objection) affirms, is from 
the Father, and the Son, and a ne- 
weſſary Article of Faith ; the Greek 
Church hoiding, That He proceeds 
only from, the Father, and not from 
the Son, diſowning any ſuch Doctrin 
to have been deliver'd to them by 
the precedent Ape, or to any other 
. of their Church, as the Doctrin 
of Chrifs, and yet no queſtion can 
| be made, but that if the Proceſſion 
of the Holy Spirit from the Father 
and the Son, be an Article of Faith, 

it was taught in the Greek, as well 
as in the Zatiz Church; and _ 
ore 
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Ghoſt from the Sn, was not t 
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fore the Mos; belief of it in the 
Greek Church, is an evident Aypw- 
ment of the aitual failure of Trai- 
tion in this Point, and of the n. 
lity of it's failings in others alfo, 
To this, I return, That ſeeing the 
Doctrin of the Bleſſed T rinity, and 
more eſpecially of the Holy Ghoſt 
was purpoſely handled in the & 
cond General Council held at Con- 
ftantinople, which was principally . 
call'd tor confating and c a 
Macedonius, who deni d the Divinity 
of the Holy Gboft, and that neverthe- 
leſs, no mention is made in the Creed 
there ſet forth of his proceſſion, ſave 
ſron the her, in * nere d 
utyey, and, allo the ame Creed was 
not only receiv'd but continued like- 
wiſe a long time after in the Lin 
Cherch, without the addition of $ © 


rn it ſeems ſtrongly probable (at 


leaſt) that the proceſſion of the Holy 
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by the Conſtantinovoliten Fathers to 
be an Article of Catholick Futh, ſees 
ing it was fo obvious, fo calic, and 
due would think ſo opportune alfo, 
after . 77 Hem to have added 5a 
w 7, jf they had indeed believ'd 
kk to be an Article of Faith, The ex- 
cuſe that, ſome make why they did 
it not, which is, that there was none 
as yet who denied the proceſſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt from the Son, (cems tii- |, 
vial, fzoce it was the very Divinity 
of che Holy Spirit that Macedomiut 
oppos'd, which a/oxe therefore, if the || 
excuſe were good. ſhould haue been 
aſſerted by the Council, and the cou- 
trary opinion thereto only condemned. 
But v. was the cauſe or the 
occaſion why «-} :2 v was omitted 
(which I wave) this is certain: that 
the Doctrin of the Holy Ghoſtt proceffionl, 
from the Sn, is either an Article off; 
Catbolit Fairh, or it is not / if ic be not. Il: 
7 radition ib no way concern d, let the 

Greeks 


g | Greets and Latin too hold whether 
way they pleaſe about ir. If it be an 
d Article Ot Faith, and that the Greek 
| and Zatin Chirches agree in the fe- 
„ faxce and ſemse of it, and differ only 
ice manner of the expreſſion, there 
has been no failure of Tradition in 
ig che Greek Church concerning the pro- 
ns | {fon of the Holy Ghoſt, Foraſmuch 
gf chen as it remains only, to be known, 
whether the Greeks and Zatins agree | 
ry in Sence, though they differ in words, 
or the Greeks did d le, per Filium 
the be the ſame in effect with the Lau 
is N T, 8 Filio, let's fee what che 
„ (man Dottors (who we may be ſure 
will be no more favourable to the 
reeks then's fitting) ſay tot. Peter 
ombert, writing of the Proceſſiow of 
Holy Ghoſt from the. Father and 
Son, ſaich; Siena of 
Præci confitentwr Spiritum Sanit an, 
e Filii ficut G Patris, quia & , 
dias. .Syirizum Flic #eritas 
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in Fvangelio Spiritum Veritata. Sel 
eum non fit alind Spiritum Sancte n 
eſe Patris vel Filis, quam eſſe # Pa- 
tre. & Alis, eriam in hoc in candem, 
nobiſcum Fidei ſententiam conveniye 
videntur, litet in werbjs diſſentiant. 
Munde etiam quid am corum Catholici 
Doctores 1 u CAnACmMGue, 
fore ſententiam pradictorum verbo- 
rum, quibus diritur Spiritus Sancta 
procedere à Filw, & eſſe Filu, pro- 
fel ſunt Spiritum Saum etiam 
re 4 Filio, Lib. 1. Semtent. 
—— 11. O. F. Where the ſame 

wthor goes on, to thew, That ſes 
veral eminent Greek Fathers, Athi- 


Reſins, Didynmw, Cyrillic, and Ch 
accord even in expreſſions all 
about the \Proteſion ot the Ho 


Ghoſt. Aquinas propounditig the Que 
. 


Wrram Spiritas Sanctus proceh- 


dat 2 Parre per Filium, conc 'udes af 
» firmatively, and aniyers Ooty 
made to the coatrary, as ls to — 


DN i a. 4... _—_—_ .. a 


1 meds 4 Filis; & 
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Part prime. Queſt. 26. Artie. 3. Yea, 
and Mr. bite, however in the Apo- 
= for Zradition, he calls the Greets 
ertion, concertung the Holy Ghoſts 
Proceſſion, (as is truely faid of ham) 
a mcer negative 7 radition, or a De- 
rial that they have any ſuch Tradi- 
tion, that the Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father and the Son +, yet, 
3 els where, the ſacred My- 
ftery of the Bleſſed Trinity, averrs . 
it to be à more tigu ſicant Sprech to 
ay, that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds 
from the Father by the Son, then 
from the Fatber and the Son, which 
in illuſtrating the Doctrine of the 
Trinity by Cagaitum, Cognitio & 
Amor, he thus thews ; Patet vin 
motivam que eft in Bono cog nito, eſſe 
fFotam in ratione Boni, rationem ers 


 copnitionis non eſſe, niſi conj unctit nem 


Þbujus virtutis ad movyentium ; quare 
alio modo dicitur tertia Perſona N. 


* 
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yuaſi directè & principaliter 4 Patre, 
& 4 Filio, non niſi concomitanter ſea 
Fanquam 4 modo Canſæ. linde non 
mirum, fi Chriſtus Dominica, & ali- 
qui Patres diſertè, dicant eum proce- 
dere à Patre, fine mentione Filu; 
unde intelligitur, quod fit magis ex- 
preſſtva locutio dicere, quod procedit à 
Patre per Filium, quam quod proce- 
dit 4 Patre & Filio. Cum enim per 
ua wviam, & medium denotet, im- 
ibile eſt procedere per Filium, & 
non 4 Filio, quia omnit pays vis re- 
 ſpeftu termini, habet rationem termi- 
ni 4 quo & rincipii, unde ty pet 
explicat & efſe 4, & 4 non prim 
principio. 
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FHV hat rational aſſurance we have, 


That Scripture ts not corrupted 
in Neceſſaries to ſalvation. The 
way to know what things have 
been ever Orally taught. Two 
Reaſons given, why T raditiog, 
though it be 7 an indefeftible 
nature, ſbould not be the Rule 
of Faich. /Yhether a fundamen- 
tal Error, can ever. obtain s 
a ſetled quiet poſſeſſion. in the 
wiſible Church ? An offer from, 


Reaſon, for the empoſſibility of 
the thing. Errors not-fundamen- 
tal. may overſpread the. Church, 
and why ? al inſtances of 
wh Errors in the Roma 


urch. 
12 Tr 
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TT He practical delivery of Chriſti 
Doctrine never (as has been 
ſeen) failing ; it may, by carefully 
ſearchi:g the Seriprure, be known, 
what things contain d in it are of ne- 
eeſſity to be generally believ'd and pras 
dic d (l ecauie vo more is fo, but 
What has been always believ d, and 
practic d by Chriſlians) provided aſſu- 
trance may be had, what has been 
ever practically delrver'd ; and that 
Ecripture is not corrupted in ſuch pla- 
ces of it, as contain the Wereſſaries 
to ſalvation, or Articles of Catholick 
and Apoſtolicl Faith. 

For the latter, (which Ile firſt in- 
fiſt on) That Scrjprure is not cor- 
'rupted In neceſſary Points, I ſhall 
briefly ſay but this; Since the acting 
of Gods Providence are not known to 
us, but as they are ſeen in ſecond Canſes, 
the moſt rational account we have, 
That Scripture is come ſafe to our 
hands, without Corruption in all chings 


. 
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of neceſſity to be generally believ d. 
and practic'd, is from hence; that 
Scripture being conſtantly read by 
multitudes of Anowins Chriſtians, 
could not poſſibly be corrupted in 
Texts containing ſuch things as were 
perpetually taught, repeated, and pra- 
tie d in the Church (of which lert 
the Veceſſaries to Salvation are) witll- 
out being taken notice ol, and if occa- 
{ion requir'd, rect ic d. ä 

As tor ſatisſaction in the other 
difficulty, viz. II hat things have been 
ever orally tanght, this in general, from 
what has been ſayd, appears certain, 
that no Point of Chriſts Doctrin ſhall 
ever fail, And although in this or 
that Place, the continuance of Chri- 
fian Fiith be not neceſſary, yer 
where ever there has been a viſible 
great Society of Chriſtians, wherein it 
was Once Hanh ſetled, and which has 
had a conſtant ſuceeſFor of Paſtors 
continued in it, nothing held by that 

M 3 
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to be an Article of Faith, could 
24 ceaſe to be ſo eſteem 5 unleſs 
ſo vaſt a Jody (in which there would 
be in every 7 a conſiderable num- 
ber of »jſe aud pious, men) could 
either be #miverſally impos d on by 
Fraud, or. forc'd by violence; or that 
all it's Members would carelefily neg- 
lect, or wilfully torſake, what they 
belicy'd ta be a neceſſary Means to 
ſave themſelves, ana their Poſterity 
from endleſs T. ae, and to bri 
them to everlaſting Foy. Univerſal 
then ſech a Bod 515 — deſert, 
nor 455 it's Faith, in any _—_ 
Point. 53 in caſe any. remarka 72 
Member, or Part thereof, ſhould ever 
do it, would be known, and pre- 
ſently oppos d by the ſoand Part ad- 
hering to the Truth, 4 conſtant E 
F has made evident in the 
mely * of all Hereſes. This, 
ff pars to be true, plain reaſon 
Tit eaforce our aſſent, that the Z4- 


tim, 
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tin or Weſtern Church, being ſach a 
Society, as is before mentioned, did 
at the 1 of the Reformation, 
and ſtill "Fold and maintain aff 
the Articles of Catholick and Apo- 
ſtalict Faith, 
Obiection, If the Latin, or Weſtern 
Church, when the Reformation begun, 
did really hold af che Articles of Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolick Faith, by vertue of 
Oral Tradition communicating the 
ame unto it; what good cauſe can be 
ſhewn, why Tradition ſhould not be 
the Kale of Faith, even without ha- 
ving the Hoctrins it delivers confirm'd 
by parallel Texts of Holy ru? 
Anſwer, fince the Rule of Faith 
muſt doubtleſs be that, into which it 
is ultimatiy reſolv'd, as the beſt and 
bliebe Means of aſcertaining Chriſts 
Dottrin to Mankind; and that the 
fame muſt contain in it no Zyor; 
this Inference (I think) will be 
clear; that in caſe Oral Tradition, or 
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the Living voice of | the Church, tir 
tie; be not the beſt and hie heſt means 
ereby to alceriain, Chrifts Dadrin 
to Mankind ; or that it may deliver, 
or teach an Error under the notion 
of an Article of Faith, it cannot be 
in juſtice eſteem'd the Rule of Faith, 
And that Oral Tradition, or the 
{iving voice of the Church, is not 
the beſt, and higheſt means whereby 
to aſcertain Chyiſts Dodtrin to Man- 
kind, the following Paragraph Athink) 
will make good. | 

Where two Teſtimonies both wert 
and acteſt the ſame thing; f the one 
be of Divine, the other but of Fa. 
wane. Authority; the Teſtimony that 
is Divine ought of Right to have the 

eeminence, and the relyance for the 
verity of what is witneſſed by them, 
15 to be witimatly caſt upon it. See- 
arg then the Teftimony of Scripture 
„ Divine, as being, ex confeſſo, the 
#ford of God ; and Tradition but 
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an Humane Witneſs, foraſmuch as it 
is ſaid to be the Delivery of Chriſts 
Doftrine in thee variow expreſſions of 
Paſtors, Parents, Ti WEOYS, aſter s of 
Families, and Nurſes, tis moſt rea- 
ſonable, that Faith ſhould de fwaly N- 
ſolved into Scripture, (and not into 
Tradition) as it's Rule. Vea and albeit 
Tradition may peradventure in ſome 
chuigs be thought more plain then 
Scripture ; (as for example, ſuppoſe 
in the Point of Chrifts Divinity, 
theſe words of the Vicene Creed; 
Deum de Deo, Lumen de Lumine, De- 
um verum de Deo vero; genitum non 
factum, conſabſtantialem Patri — 
quem omnis fatta ſunt: ) yet that 
Kripture ſhould be ſtill eſteem'd the 
Text, and Tradition but the beſt, and 
woſt certain Comment upon it, I ga- 
ther from hence, T hat it cannot well 
be otherwiſe thought, but that even 
the Diſciples of the Apoſtles after 
the Books of the Men Teſtament were 


5 
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bd and rectiv'd among Chriſts- 
— themſelyes — 8 to — 
Auditors, what they told chem they had 
been Oraly taught by the Apoſtles, 
out of the written Mord; becauſe 


the very faxings of Chriſt himelf, 


and his divinely inſpir 4 Apoſtles, 
er 


would in common prudence be thought 
to be of greater weight and authorit 
with them, then their own: althoug 
beleiv'd to beelteem'd by the people, 
a5 true and certain, as any whatioever, 
por of more then Humane Authority. 
Having found then (I ſuppoſe) one 
realon, why Tradition ought not to 
be held the Rule of Faith; l'le make 
tryal if in another ſenſe alfo, it be 
not incapable of being juſtlv ſo re- 
puted; for if the preſent Church of 
any one Age, can teach us an Arti- 
cle f Faith what is not fo, but in- 
dleed an Frror; then is not Trai- 
gion the Rule of Faith. Now to find 
our, whether the Church, in any one 


Age 


— 
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ge, can do ſo, or not, this will be 
a ſure way, to try, if diſcovery can 
be made, That any Error. bas been 
ever taught by the Catholick Church, 
or by any known, and acknowledg'd 
Part of it, as an Article of Faith 
for if that can be done, the pofſibi- 
lity of the thing, is put out of doubt 
thereby. | 

Io make a clear diſcourſe on this 
ſubject, twill be expedient to conſi- 
der, That there be two ſorts of Er- 
rors in Matters of Religion Fun- 
damental, and not Fundamental. By 
Fundawental, I mean, ſuch as either 
1mmediatly and directiy, or, at leaſt, 
by es * and 4 parent Conſe- 
quence, contradict forme Articles of 
Catholick Faith; by not- Fundamen- 
tal, I mean, ſuch as evidently do wei- 
ther. This Diſtinction premis'd, and 
allow'd of; fince tis clear (as I take 
it) by what has been ſaid of the 


. Metives and Means of perpetnating 
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Chrifts Doctrin in the World, that 
no Article of Catholick Faith can 
ever periſh or ceaſe. to be beleiv'd; 
*ewill follow, that no Fundamental 
Error can at any time get a ſerled 
and quiet poſſeſſion in the Church, 
but ſhall always, after it is taken 
notice of, find oppoſition by Orthodox: 
Chriſtians, becaule they cannot chaſe 
but ſte, that the embracing of it 
would neceſſarily deſtroy the contrary 
Divine 7rath firmly held (by fo 
many, at leaſt, as rightly conſider the 
matter) to be neceſſary to Salvation. 
Of the aſſured certainty of this, we 
have a famous Inſtance in the Arian 
Herefie, which though eagerly pro- 
moted by the ///it and rmdvftry of 
moſt cunning and reſtleſs Heretics, and 
ſtiffly back d and countenanc'd by 
the Authority of ſeveral great Prelats, 
aſſited with the might and power of 
Temporal Potemtates and Princes; 
yet was ſtill op d; and when fres- 
dulem 


— « — —— 1 "IR —_ — * 


. 


in the Roman and Reformed Churches, 15 


Aulent and violent means had tyrd 
and ſpent themſelves, the oppoſi 
Truth ptevail'd, and ſhew'd it telf 
more glorious then before. But as for 
Errors not. Fundamental, or whoſe 
. | oppoſition to any Article of Faith is 
no: ſeen, becauſe too remotely con- 
7 tradictory thereto to be ealily dif 
b cern'd ; if ſuch once come to be re- 
t ceiv*d as pions Opinions, and promo- 
y ted by the Schcolmen, I do not un- 
0 derſtand, wliy chey may not in long 
e | continuance of time, be advancd to 
. the 4 of being eſteem'd Arti- 
e | cles of Faith. For proof of the truth 
w | of which, Ple 2 ſome few In- 
0- | ſtances in the Ductria of the Church 
of | of Rowe. 
nd The ft ſhall be this, Thar the 
y | Council of Trent has deſin d Seff, 7. 
tr, | Can. 9. That there is a Charadter, 
of | or certain ſpiritual ſigu, or mark. im- 
s 3 2 dat f all that ate 
Baptiz'd, Confirm'd, and Ordain d. 
| which 


. 
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which yer I find diſprov'd by all 
eminently Learned Gentleman of the 
Romiſh Church, (H I underſtand 
the Council and Him acight) in his 
Inſtitut. Sacr. Tom. 2. Zed. 4. Pag. 
32. as was ſhewn before in Seck. 4. 
of this Treatiſe, and ſo ſuperfluouſſy 
to be here again fer down. 
A ſecond luſtance, is the Belief 
7 freeing ſouls from Purgatory, and 
ringing th m thence to Heaven be- 
fore the day of fudgement, which 
Opinion, the laſt mentloned Author, 
Thomas Albi in his Book, De me: 
dio animerum ſtats, has prov'd to 
| be erroniow. "Tis true indeed; he 
ſaies, That it is no Article of the 
Roman Faith; and 1 find the Trent 
_ Council, in diſertis verbu, to afhrm 
only this, Purgatorjum efſe, anima, 
ge ibi detemtas fidelinm ſuffr agits, 
_ potiſſim'\'m verò acceptabili Altarm Sa- 
#rificio juvari, Verret. de Purgatorio, 
. 25; But the Popes granting I- 
| aulgencet; 
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Tudulgences, and Privilt 's Altars, 
Prieſts ſaying of Maſſes, and the 
Peoples praying, and giving Alms for 
the delivery of ſouls out of Purga- 
zory, ſhould better (an indifferent per- 
ſon would be-apt to think) expound 
and- declare the Churches ſenſe, (or 
intention of Paſtors, Parents, Ju- 
tors, Maſter of Families, and Nurſes) 
of the word javari, then any privet 
Doctor whatloever. Yea, and it Ma- 
ſter Hhites Adverſaries in this Poiat 
ſhould urge, That there is a plain pra- 
— 2 35 for the truth of the 

livery of fouls from Purgatory be- 
fore the da of * 4 the 
"help of Tndulgences, Maſſes, Prayers 
and Alm, it would have ſome dith+4 
culty in it to diſprove them. For 
'that the Members of the Roman 


CG 46 ant ond 

thoſe things to thar ene and pg 
4 todo fo, vill no l prefumey fe 
| deni d 


dend; ſo that unleſs they were told 
by the Recommenders of the Prattice, 
that it was the Product of a pics 
Opinion only grounded on probability, 
"(which 1 cannot conjecture any likes 
lihood of being done by Pajtors, Pa: 
rents, Guardians, Maſters of Fami- 
lies, and NVarſe}, who moſt common- 
1. rather preſs the wece/ſ/ity of what 
they teach, then otherwiſe) I appre- 
hend not how they mould imbrace 
4c, ſave on the ſame Terms they did 
» other practital things of their Keli- 
gion which they judg'd to be of Ca- 
- tholick aſe and neceſſity. 
A third Inſtance, ſhall be the Do- 
« Fine of Tranſubſtantiation, which ir 
it neceſſarily imply a Contradiction, is 
"doubtleſs an Frror; and to prove 
it doth, I will, of many Arguments 
"that might be urg d, make uſe only 
of two, when I have firſt ſer down 
ihrer things, which by the Traditio- 
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will be granted, to be of of them 
truths. The firſt is, That Tranſubs 
Hantiation, is # 13 the 
Bread into the Bod . iy the Hine 
into the Blood © Chriſt The ferond 
is, That a Body hath . or 
partes extra — The third thing 
is this, That How many Hoſts, or * 
rconſecrated Elements — they be 
Chriſts Body is nevertheleſs but 2 
Theſe three Propoſitions preſuppos d 
as true ; I argue, That the Ooct rin of 
Tranſubſtantiation _— 2 Contra 
aliction, in manner following, 

W hoſoever reacherh, That one and 
the ſame Body, may be equally ex- 
tended, and nor equally extended, — 
one and the ſame time, teacheth, 
effect, a Contradiction to be true. 

But whoſoever teacheth the Dos 
ctrin of Tranſubſtanciation, teachech, 
that yrs the ſame wy br be 


* 
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; Wholoever teacheth the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, teacheth, in 
eſſect. a Conradiction to be true. 
The reaſon of che Major is this; 
Corpus ꝙ quoquoverſus extenſum, vel 
guod habet partes extra partes, ſigni- 
tie the {ame thing, and to be equally 
extended, and not equally extended, 
is one with this, to be extended to 
one aud the ſame degree, and not be 
extended to one and the ſame de- 
gree, which to befal one and the ſame 
thing, at one and the ſame time, is 
certainly contradictory; ſince (in re- 
gard a Bady and a 7hing every way 
extended differ not) tis in effect to 
be one and the ſame thing and not 


one and the ſame thing at once, or 


the ſame thing not to be the ſame 
thing wich it ſelf. 

Ihe evidence for the truth of the 
Minor is no leſs then for that of the 


Major; for ſince according to the 


Doctrin of Tranſubſtantiation, Chriſts 
( | Body 
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— is every where one and the ſame 
Body, and the conſecrated Elements 
are many, (either Subſtances or Acci- 
denrs) twill follow, That as often as 
the Elements are at the ſame time of 
different (ies or bigneſs, the Fody of 
Chriſt, which is neither more nor le 
extended on the Altar then the He- 
ments, muſt be of an snequal big- 
neſs at the ſame time; or be equally, 
and not · equally, or juſt to ſach à de- 
gee, and not juſt to ſuch-a degree of 
igneſs extended in one moment of 
time; For example, The Body of 
9 | Chriſt under the Elements extended 
in oue place to tuo degrees, and the 
t | ſame Body under the Elements ex- 
r' Jrended'in another place to her de- 
e Ferees, would be at the ſame time ex- 
tended” juſt. to /wo degrees, and nor 
© I jaſt to ro degrees; and like wiſe juſt 
ie to three degrees, and nor juſt to 
1C e degrees, which to ſuppoſe a 
gurt {{ecingd Body, and a 7 hing 
61177 N 2 every 
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* every way extendes is the ſame) were 
to put a thing to be not the ſame thing 
which it is. 
Another Argument is offerr'd a+ 
gainſt 7 ranſubſtantiation thus; 
To athrme Chris Body to be 


{ 
greater and leſs then it (elf at the 
lame time, is, in effect, to afhirm a 
Contradiction true. 

But to affirm Chrifs Body to be 
in twa or more diſtinet places at once, - 
(as thoſe who will detend Traſub- F 
flantiation muſt do) is to affirm it to 
be greater and leſs then it ſelf at the hi 
ſame time: rg; | 

To afirm Chrifts Body to be it 4 
two, or more diſtin places at once q 
is, in effect, to affirm a Contradicti- o 


on true. X 7 
The truth of the Major, is cleatl 2 
Ren Of -n 
2 Body (or a thing ex to be © 
ATE (elf _ T 
time, as to be, and not to be che (ame 
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with it ſelf ; which is impoſſible, 
And the Mizor is equally certain, 
for ſince two diſtin& places are of 
larger extent then one, and that 
foes and locatum are commenſarat ; 
if one Body fill diſtinctly and apart 
one place, and yet, at the ſame time, 
fill another alſo, it will, of neceſſity, 
be greater and leſs then it ſelf, whilſt 
filling only one place, it will be leſs 
then it ſelf filling two; and filling. 
two, it will be greater then it (elf fil- 
ling only one. 
e Rominiſts I know will make 
light of all this I have ſaid againſt 
ranſubſtentiation, and think to con- 
fuce it by flatly denying, that a Body 
and Thing extended is all one; but 
of ſuch I would fain learn, what a 
Body then is, or how a eorpored/ (ab, 


{ ſtance, as ſuch is diſtinguiſh'd from 


an. imcorporeal, 2 materia} from an 
immaterial, otherways then by ex- 
fenſlon, or having partes extra parter, 


ö N 3 by 
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by which it is contiguous to the ſe- 
veral diſtinct ſides of the ambient 
Body or Bodies that encompaſs it; 
whereas. an imcorporeal Or immaterial 
ſubſtance having no ſuch parts, is of 
neceſſity eff together whereſoever - it 
is, If it were faid, that a material ſus 
ſtance is not of neceſſuy 4tFually en- 
tended, yet natural capable of be- 
ing ſo, which an immaterial is not; 
1 deiire to be reſoiv'd, whether by 
nature, and creation, there be or ever 
was, any material ſubſtance in the 
world without extenſion; it they ye d 
(as I aſſure my ſelf they will) there 
nei her is, nor ever was ; I ſhall take 
their conceſſion for a grant, that it 
15 a tur and innate property of 
matter to have extenſion, and conſe. 
quently from thence inferr; that if 
Chriſts Body, in the Zucha riſt be un- 
extended, tis either an immaterial 
jubitance, that is, a Spirit and no Body 
or cls a nem kind of Being, which is 
ne · 
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neither materel nor inmater ial, ſince 
by Creation, all ſubſtances were ei- 
ther the one or the other, had gu- 
oe pare or had nat. If reply 
were made that Chriſts Body is mi. 
raculouſiy preſent in the Euchariſt by 
way ot whſtance, (as Aquinas and 
others ſay it is) not including mare- 
vid nor immaterial, but abſtratting 
from both; I would rejoyn, and ſay, 
That the exiſtence of 2 a Being is 
(to my apprehenſion) poſſible , for 
although in Metaphyſics, Philoſophers 
ſpeak abfraftedly, 2 of a ſubſtance, 
and afterwards difference it by corpo- 
real and incoyporeal, yet ſuch diſcourſe, 
doth not at all intend or ſuppoſe, that 
there either is, or can be, a ſubſtance 
really exifting, which is neither of 
the tuo; no more then from ſay- 
ing animal eft rationale, vel irrati- 
onale, it can be preſum'd, that an ani- 
mal doth or may poſſibly exif and 
be neither , nor brute, The deſign 
N 4 | 
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of inventing ſuch general words ay 
ſubſtantia, animal, homo, was not to 
make ns of any real or poſſible 
Being to be ſignificd by them, 
but to contract and abbreviate mens 
diſcourſe for the more ready under. 
ſtanding of one another; as for In- 
ſtance, when we would ſignify in 
ſhort, that Peter, Fumes, Fohn, and 
every other individual perion in the 
world is of the ſame nature, to wit, a 
creature , foul and bod 
endued with ſenſe and Reafun, a L 
is fram d to comprehend and import all 
that, which is, Homo, Man ; and then 
weaftum of Peter, of Fames, of Fohn 
&c. that he is a Mar in ſtead of 


ſaying he is a Creature compornded of 
Soul and Body, endued with Senſe and 


Keaſon. When again it is obſerv'd 
wherein Peter, Fames, Fobn, &c. 
with every fSugular Brute, 2 
word is devis'd to denote that agree- 
went, to wit, 4nimal, And ſince it is 
found 
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found that not only all theſe, but 
that alſo every torporeal and piritual 
935 Ray cy 8 accords en 
is, t ey have a Being fubſuſts 

of it fetf, a word is us d © tow that, 
which is ſubſtantia 2 ſubſtance ; to 
avoid therefore the trouble of ſay- 
ing, Peter, Fames, Fobn &c. thi 
horſe, bird, fiſh, &c. is a Thing that 
Par s Bing of ® Fi we contract it 
into this, Peter, Fames, &c. thy 
horſe, bird, fiſb is a ſubſtance ," hinge 
then we ſee, that 2 Lullance ab ſtra- 
fedly taken. is not only void, but 
even incapable of aff kind of exiſfence, 
to ſay, Chriſts Body is preſent in the 
bleſſed Facramem after the manner 
of a Subſtance, is to the ſame effect, 
as to ſay, That it is neither corpore- 
ally, nor incor porealy there prelent, 
that is, in verity not at all. But ſup- 
poſe we that Chriſts Body were pre- 
in the Fuchuriſt without exten- 

n, and no other ſabſtance for 7 
le 


' The feverit ways of refolving Faith 
"Aecidents of Bread and Wine to ſab- 
ff in; the Accidents, in ſuch a caſe, 
maſt either ſubſiſt in Chriſts Body, 
and ſo 8 be in a Subject un- 
extended, which is plainly contradi- 
"ory ; or els, they muſt ſubſiſt of 
themſelves without a Subject, which 
is equally impoſſible , for it we duly 
eefleR, we ſhall find, That an Aci 
den is not any Thing really diffe- 

from it's Subject, but a meer 

ode only, or manner of it's Being, 
or an appearance of the Subject, un- 
der ſome particular conſideration, as 
will (I think) by the following In- 
ſtance evidently be ſeen , Take a 
piece of Paſte, and mold it into ſe- 
veral forms one after another, making 
it now long, then round, afterward 
Haare, and twill be no thing all the 
while, but the very ſame Paſte itil, 
under various appearances, which for 
diftiniFion ſake, we give different ap- 
pellations to; ſo that to ſuppoſe 


length,” 


4 
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length. rounduef. ſquarencf, (ot long, 
round, ſquare, 10 whether we pleaſe) 


really to exif, without ſome Thing 
which we denomintate long, ros 


ſquare, is to ſuppoſe the meer mode 


a Thing, not to be the meer mode 
of a Thing, but a Thing of it [elf 
which is utterly poſſible. y 
ſtrange incredible thin2s beſide would 
follow, upon the ſuppoſal of the Ace- 
eidents ſubſiſting without à Subject, 
as that they are apt to do and ſuffer 
all things, which the Bread and Hine 
before their Tranſubſtanciation were 
liable un o; as to nouriſh the Body, 
to be broken, to be ſplit; to be cor- 
rupted, to he turn d into aſhes, ſmoke, 
&c. which ſeem to involve in them 
4 contradidtions allo, in that @ meer 
accident, which is nothing, ſhould do 
and ſuffer ſomething, 
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SECT. XI. 


That the Holy Scripture, or Writ- 
ten Word of God, is the Rule 
Chriftian Faith. That Tra- 
tion i the beſt, and ſafeſt way 
and means, whereby to attain to 
the certain knowledge thereof. 
That the Multitude, or weakeſt 
fort of Chriſtians are not able 
of themſlves, without the help 
F others, to reſolve Faith aright, 
or be rationally aſſur d, what the 
Doctrine of Salvation 1. 


Ow, at length, having maſter'd 
1 NV all che difficulties in my Way; 
I fee nothing of moment co obſtruct 
or hinder me, why 1 3 
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the premis'd Diſcourſe ſecurely in- 
ſert, That the Sacred Scripture, (i. e. 
Such places of it as contain the ne- 
ceſſario credends, and agenda of Chriſti 
Goſpel) is the Rule of Chriſtian Faith; 
yet ſo, as that without the help of | 
Tradition, it can ncither be known | 
to be the MA rd of G; nor when, 
in general, tis known ſo to be, any 
rational aſſurance can be had, Thag ! 
the Texts containing the Meceſſarie 
to Salvation, remain wwcorrupt, bug | 
by the ſame Tradition ; nor laſtly, | 
That thoſe 2 to Salvation, | 
can be tnanifeited what they are, | 
ſave as Tradition guides unto, and | 
ives notice of them, All which, if 
4 in the ent ab he , 
that goes about to ſeek tor the Reade 
of Faith and wakes dot Tales 
his chief and beſt , ſhall 
never have any rational graundudh 
aertainty, that he bas met . 
end explicitly knows che Cents 


It, even though perchance he have 

- really and indeed found it and per- 
aq venture expheitly believes whatſo 
evet is contain d in it. 

If it be fo difficult a thing, as it 
feems to be, by what hath been ſayd, 
to reſobve Faith aright, or to make 
ſach ule o Seriprure, a5 to be cer- 
| H#ainly wiornyd by it of Chriſt, Do- 
| - #rin, wichout danger of erring or 
' | being miſtaken, ic might be ge- 
manded, {tow the generality of Chri- 
* fians ſhould be able of rhemſelves 
to do it, True, but fucly demand, 
| as'it would be reaſonable and per- 
| tinent if the Maltitude were oblic'd 
to learn che Chriſtian Religion of 


| themſelves, | immediatly from Kri- 
' tare; ſo on the contrary, if they 
| — Þ obligation to do it, tis nei- 
| cher the one nor the other. And 
' hx 20 ſuch obligation lies upon 
the ' #npratticab leneſs (to lay 


þ, bo worſe) 6f"che thing; manifeſted in 
3: 


Ty The ſeveral ways of reſolving Faith © 


ww Bw kt tt nrwp cy ee O% = SD 


in the Roman and Reformed Churches, T 1 


the ſiæt Section of this Treatiſe, ſuffici- 
ently teſtifies. We muſt then, would 
ſome ſay, pin (it ſeems) our Faith 
on others ſleeves. lo wave that cata- 
chreſtical effeminate ſpeech, let's put 
the Queſtion more manlike and fairly- 
thus, Wherlier the gemera/ity of the 
People muſt not of necethicy rely on 
others [rarnino and Fidelity, in com- 
ming to the knowledge of Chriſfts 
Doitrin ; And my Anſwer then is, 
That chere is no poſſible way of a- 
voiding it without a. continued A. 
racle of immediat Revelation, but that 
moſt certainly they muſt, and *twas 
and ever will be fo, For firſt, it we 
took back towards the begining of 
the Goſpel, we ſhall find that the 
New Teftamert was writ by the 
Apoſtles and "Evangeliſts in Greek; 
which Tongue, though granted ta, 


have been the moſt — know ] 
of any one,; then in the Faftern Parti 
yet, chat every third Chriftian' — 


376. The ſeveral wat of reſolving Faith 
ſtood that , is not at all to 
be. — — — Nor was 
the Scripture preſently 7 renſlated in- 
to every Tenge, where there were 
thoſe who imbtacd Chriſtianity, 
Thirdly, Neither could poor Mechas 
withs, Labourers, Servants, and Slaves 
procure it, when 7ranſlated, before 
the ready way of Printing was In- 
vented , becauſe, twas not formerly 
a little money that would buy both, 
or even one of the Teftaments. Fourth. 
3222 yet, if off Chriſtians had 

wherewith to buy, would there 
have been, till the Art of Printing 
was found, Books enough for half, or 
a-quarter of them, Fiſthiy, Suppoſe 
we now, that by means of the Pref, 
every one has, or might haye, a Bible 
a their active 7ongue ; How is ic 
poſſible, that the ve ſhould know 

- of ves that it is the Mord of 
God ? chat ic has been kept free from 


3 


that confidering what variety of Do- 
Griot ate in it, and” in how manly 
places diſpers'd; they ſhould be able, 


and ar leiſure; to cull out of it 2 Sem 


mary of Fundunextils; (in caſe the 
thing ic ſelf were attainable without 


other helps beſides gn ſeeing. 
"millions of them are nece 


ceſſitated to 
ſpend their whole time almoſt, to get 
and 


A poor Liveliboad for thennſelves 
Families : that they ſhould” be able 


$0 compare places of Striptube ſo ef- 
equally; as tightly to compoſe 2 
aith, 


in Contradiltions in Points of 
kfferedy, when not without difficulty 
they are got to underſtand, but ordi- 


narily well, even plain and common 


things e Who ſo ſhall ſeriouſly te- 


llect on theſe matters, will doubtleſt 


think it ſtrangely unbecoming Mans 


moſt gracious Mater, aud Redeemer; 


t require ar the Hands of the puoy « 


0 i 


1 die Roman 45d 1 5 wed Ch þ 7 4 
lief and Praffice ? that it is farb. 
folly Tranſlated out of the Originals # 
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2 — | . an, aw out 2 
14 ton theme [ves rom Y 
" Sereptere, or to depend upon their 
on week performances, for finding 
out che true uce and interpretation 
"of it. For (over and above what 
hes deen already ſhewn for the un- 
reaſonablenels of the thing) aſter 

be firſt well weigh'd, in che 


| e A ſound Reaſon, that the 
Aubituds malt of neceſſity truſt o 
ert, for the fiurh of the Fran- 
lation of Soripture, let an irrefre- 
. gable Reaſon be given by any that 
can, why they ſhould not aſwell, and 
might as ſafely give credit to thoſe 
for the ſepſe of it, who are in ru 
dence to be entruſted by reaſon of 
_ their Kincaledg and Honeſty for re- 
commending to them the ot 
the Perſon, ſince tis to be '> 
| - they underſtand it to be à trug trum 
uin no farther, then they know the 
net of the words rrasſlack, * 
8 
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$ EE been 1 tis not 1 
bow frequently ie bn 
goes ry out to the 
ople from ME pr, Bei re 
delese the 7 BY 


meaneſt of theit 2 ry 
by them to be ch e proper 


the prime « enſe, amo e 5 
But choug 185 


pot x5 mach, if we 100 
om of the buſineſ rf bon 


That even theſe Preatheri- — ac 

knowledgegthey intend otherwiſe 3 

els.confefs their deſign in doing 

tinlawful; Fot whet 5 fr lay; 

- , believe a riptere , 2 
wt wwe g Doane they 


t not or our 4 
har for che criptures 3 


n 2 
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Wo ine ent Fade 
Tome Doftrine which, the pu, 
doch ; or believe the Scripture lo the | 5 
ame intent and purpoſe, or in the 4 
ſame ſenſe we alledge it, for to be- 8 
hve it in any other, would not have | * 
the effect of a Proof with them, Burt 
if chey have no intention to uſe the 
Seriptures they quote to prove what 
they Preach, let them inform us to 
what, other good intene they do it, 
for 1 cannot think of any. To ſebe⸗ 
ral bad ends, tis obvious enough to 
Eonccive how it may be done ; as 
out of 7Fovetonſnef, or through the 
deſite of applauſe, or for promoting a 
. Faction, to humour and * e. 
people they Preach unto, for 
naue of theſe ends will they yield, I 
am well aſſur'd, they do it ; and. 
therefore I ſee no way tg, avoid it 
but that che Qin, muſt de 
granteg, to be produc'd for Proofs 
and Conſequently, tlfat che © perſon 
uling” chem have uo kcal deſſga — | 
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| dn the Roman 2 Reformed Charches, 388 
Aying, belecve not ws, belecve the 
+4 (Scripture, that the truth of their Do- 
ve | Arie ſhou'd ſtand, or fall, accordingly 

das their Auditors judge it conſonant, 
or diſagreeing to the places of Floly 
Aru which they're directed to, for 
he | Examination and trya of the verity 
of what their Teachers deliver, as they 
themſelves often (I oeleeve) appre- 
ir. | bend; but for Proof and confirme- 
ve. | n indeed of. the Doctrine taught, 
to] According to the intendment of the 


4s " „ " 4 
Some perhaps would here be en- 
7 *courag'd to aſſert, that this which 


che] I have laſt - diſcours'd, concerning 
doe Haly Min, (vis, that the Mulni 
tude cannot without better help then 
I their own, make right uſe of Sri. 
+ Stare, as tis the Aue ef Faith) makes 
Or Tradition, which. znſtructs 
every one from the Pri the 
Peaſant in all the Articles of Chri- 
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fan Faith. To fuch I ſhould anſwer, 
5 O 3 That 
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to > hed a 
i the Roman and Reformed ( burcher- 1 
was never intended by Gag for the 
Maltitude ta teſolye impjediatly of 
themſelves the ee Faith into 
and that therefore the Deſtinifion of 
Fecleſis dam, & diſcens is good, 
yea, neceſlary to he practicaly maine 
eain'd and upheld among Chriſtians ; 
To the former of which (I mean the 
Fecleſis dosen] condiſting of Prelats 
e the of or 0 4 
ö is ppinct | (not 5 * 
cauſe it is Lait or any to make 
uſe of it chat can) entruſted; 
or that in reaſon, the Clergy is juſts 
ly prefum'd to be fitteſt, both for 
Stiff and Fi, to underſtand it right, 
and to employ it to it's don "Foy , 
whilſt they can want no Helps 
ble to de had for gaining the erve 
Fnſe of it and that it is the Main 
of cheir Employ, for which they ate 
called to their Sacred Office, to uſe 
and exerciſe the ſame to it's oper 
End , whereas others, generally freak. 
O 4 ing 


— ä — — 
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ing neither, have the lite aduant 
mtr Fo as it ought to bo, tos 
ſo great Motiyes and Obligation t 
tomote the true intendment and de- 
en thereof. | 
" Have not then the Peop'e, eyeh 
every pacticular perſon of them, it 
might well be ask'd, a Zudgement 
of r in the choice and mat- 
ters of Religion f If by Fudgement 
of Niſcretion be meint, That they 
are td do nothing, but what they 
themſelves @prove of; I readily yield 
they have, Bur in caſe they ſet them. 
ſelves to oppoſe their o Judgement 
to the Judgment of the Clergy in 
Matters of Faith, their Fudgment 
will be found a #-dzmenr of iato- 
lerable and pernitious udiſcretion. 
For to make a true diſcoyery of an 
Error in Faith, the Rule of Faith 


in queſtion duly apply'd. ro't, to be 
Wis d by it ; ſo that if either the Rule 
| jt 
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% 


. The fand wax of refiving bach, 


muſt be well conſulted, and the Point 


Lg 
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in the Roman «pd Reformed Churehen -I 
it ſelf be mifaken, or the 7hing to 
be regulated by it, be nat ieh ap- 
plyd, no Doctrine conferning Faith 
can rationally be diſcove:'d, whettier . 
it be an Frrer, or 4 Traub. And 
tis ridiculouſly q>ſurd,'to tlunk, that 
he vulgar ſort conſiſting of Servaats, 
abourers, Mcchauicks, and others, 
generally buſied and ſpending theix 
2 about 7emporal affurs, thou!d 
be more ſu ficient, an! able, to un: 
gerſtaud tte Rule of Faith aright, 
and to apply things doubted of there - 
to, ſo as truely to de ermine of theit 
recfitude ot obligaity y it, then the 
grave and Leated Prelate, with the 
profound DoZors, and others of the 
more Ancient and Reverend Diviner, 
who have (pen: many of then thirty, 
ſexeral of them faurty, and ſome 1: 
monzſt fucot fifty years, or more, in 
the ſtudy (for the moſt part) of ſa. 
gred Learning, being ler ally a (9 
Fal'd to the Office of teaching a 


* 
"ff" 


2 . Wc 17 bh 8 rund 
ing M Ch by 
25 erke dd bes 
* his e e Les peaks 72 
es 


oy — "juſtly — 0 
\ 45 Would it got then aſtongſh, and 
rk compaſſion in any man of ſo- 
briety, to (ee the ignorant people 
xly miſled. to believe, They are" 
able enough of themſelves to under- 
+] — the * is all things ne: 
| to Salvation, when as tis prin- 
fp for intra g them ariglit in 
1 ar very things, and keeping them |. 
to the due obſervance of them, that 
they have ftiritud, Guides and Gar 
ernours ſct over them by God, and 
his Holy Church"? Which yer they 
are many of them poor ſauls, bei 
Reqogely infacyared with à conceit 
their own endowmears, ſo fart from 
any regard to, that al h 
they dayly ſee before their ey 
= That the wiſe and gratiows God, *. 


e 
deli 


- 


4 World, bas of ts grege Fam 


ſeveral men + 4 in ſeveral 
ſome in Civil Government, ſome in 
Lans, ſome in Y and others in 
pther Profeſſi Ons, 4 1 the Gd of 
the Community in pr Ae men in 
thoſe things, wherein they are pre- 
ſum d not to have ti enough to do 
the bef# for themſelyes ; yet ntver- 
chelels, they will not underſtand and 
diſcern a neceſſity of ſome hilfuller - 
they themie ves be, @ viſe, 
ect, and order them in A 
5 which 8 of more ek 


nt ay Concery to them, 
the afl things in the whole 
World beſides ; but in contradiRiis 
on to the fnalogy of ere 
round about them, 2 eing 

17 dught to have the ver- 


ſeen 

thoſe, who 

tg their © Belief and Manners, | 
r s their own Z — 


7 — 
fore and Nulert in theLeatning and 
Manage; 


8 The fverab ways of reſolving Faith 
Management of choſe things, wherein 
"if they fndly miſcarry, they are 


SECT. XIII. 


Fhe harme that may ariſe to the 
Church, from the belief of an 
Frror not- Fundamental, to be 
an Article of Faith. The true 
ſtating of the difference, between 
the Charch of Kngland, and the 
Charch of Rome, #hether or 
#0 the Church of England [be 
juſtly accus d of criminal Schifin ? 
That the joynt Coneurrence of 
Scripture, and Oral Traditzos, 
(or the practical Delivery © of 
| Gm 
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9 


is the Noa und Reformitd Churches, © 


«" Boſom of the viſible Church, Tn 
LC] whi 


Chriſt Doctrine ws recummend. 

ed by the Apoſtles ro the Church ; 

the Reſftauration of which Conm- 
* »eurrence ("tis humbly conceiv d) 
would be a firm Foundation for 
re-uniting diſſenting Chriſtians 
in Matters of Religion ; and 
the Continuance of it a 355 
Means for perpetuating Chrj- 
Hiauity in its Ancient native 
Purity. 


— 


| have now only one Scr#þle more 
remaining, concerning Matters of 
Faith, and it ariſes from' what my 
ſelf concluded before, which was, 
That no Fundamental Error could 
ever get a ſetled footing without diſ- 


© turbance, but ſhould per 
wich oppoſition from Orthodox Chri- 


ftians, ſo that all neceſſary Truths 
de continually nouritt'd in | : 


— — * 


The ſeveral f reſetying Faich 
which if 1 have ſaid right, what 
berm, thay It with great appearance 
of ceafoy be $&k'd; can be found to 
. pccrew upon it; if an Error; not 


Church, and by degrees to be 
hejd at bag, © Article of Faith, 


1 thereof is not in 
s 


e of Salvation * 
1 124 def is fhis great harm 


in it, if no other, in caſe it at 
any time come to be Lever 4, and 
eo ye Churches be vr di- 


a dont it, anf holding it ro ve 
an 4 1 . of Faith pam bbc 
4 be an Fyroncdu- . — 
| tazvoidably- a Siler happen 
* becauſe that Church which 
it to be an Article of Faith, 
wall .conceive Herſelf ol lig d to deny 
; nw to thc aber, which re- 
ec it 25 an Error; aud that grher 


fondamentdl chance to creep into the 


. — as an £#xor, muſt 
* , | 


Nn rasse eee 


in the Roman «nd ReformedChurches. 
to acknowledge and profeſs that She 
beleeves a Dodtrjm to be an Article 
of Fark, which in truth ſhe holds 
to be an Frroncout Opinion ; ant 
yet without ſuch acknowledgment, _ - 
and anſwerable proſeſſion, ſhe cannot 

be admitted to Communion with the 
Church, that believes it to be an 
Article of Faith. Upon this very 
account it is, that the Diviſions be- 
tween the Church of Rome, aud. 
Church of England, as to tle Doctrinai 
Part of Religion ate continued; for 
I find, that the moſt cautious and 
wary Findicazors of the 
_ _ the gilt of fr, 
which the Xokanifs inceflantly ac- 
cuſe hey of, allege in excuſe for her 
Separation, that the Church of Rome 
requires as neceſſary Conditions of 
her Communion, the ach 

of ſome erroneons DaiFrins o 
cles of Faith, togeeber with , 4 


ue of nem ; which . 


r e 
94. The ſeveral ways of reſolving Fall 
Bring, although not dampable in their 
om nature, becagſe not lirectiy repug- 
pant to any Fundamental Truth, yet 
would becomie damnable to thoſs who 
Judring them to be Errors, ſhould 
ckwowledor and profeſs them, cou- 
tram to their Fedgments, to be Ar-. 
ticles of Faith, To "this purpole 
writes the learned Biſhop Montague, 
the renowned Arch - Biſbop Laud, 
Doctor Ferne Doctor Hammond, the 
late Lord Primat of Freland Biſhop 
 Bramhal, wun others; wheregnco 
"Pte add one Cantrovertiſt more, of 
the preſent time Doctor Sr/ll:nrfleet, 

"which two aſt mentioned (not to 
multiply needle!s 4*otations about a 
thizg fo well known Jie here tran- 
. Feribe twWoa Paſſaves ; u mar not 
\tGith the learned Primate) the erro- 
"wedut Opinions of the Church of 
*R ome, but the cbirudin them by Laws 
pon ar her Churches; which warranted 
"4 ſeparation. Biſhop Bramhals 2 


161 ſwan ind Reformed cl- al. :44 
inft Mir: Baxter, Bis: 


101. This if Hledhly the flate of tb 
difference; (lui Doctor Sag fect) 


tlication 4 


| between the Church of Koi; an4 


Church of England. Zhe Charch 
* Rome inpoſeilhl nem Articlet of 
to be belitv'd 4 meceſſayy to 


Salvation, at \4ppears, fc. But the 
Cherch of England mdkes 40 Arti- 
cles of Fake ſuch T4 Bzue ths 
Te * obition the 
ok hs Ho os Heer; 
wy are ae to %, feth by 
2 70 i ſelf; and In bihef things 


iret ſubſeriptio#, not' 4 As. 

2 7 «er bat „ "Iaferionr 
Triths, 77300 He txpecti 4 ſubmiſ* 
fon to, in order to ler fem dn 
sj Thits the f ingehiogs Oo. 

ther in his Turion recount of the 


. Grdands of Proteſtant 2 ich, Pay. 


54. The Church of Sil then 
by this; hokting not to he an 
| 2 Art :e5s 


def reſin Faith, 
Article of Lain, but. tee 
it ſelf — Jo he 
k 7 1 ik dhe; Nee of 
* 58 beliexe all che . 4+ ticles. of 
athotick . Faith, as ſhn prafeſſes r 
. doth, rheyChurch of Jane does like- 
- wiſe the Jame ; and: canſeguencly, 
ſince every Fundaments! Trath 15 
an Article d Cathalicht Fairh,.. chat 
ſhe beliguey ul F*ngyrmenead Truths 
no lei e ach. S0 that 
* the; "K and reab wutlcromre dety den 
8 454 90t- Ahant 
us, Abbt We. 


* uitarch, 
by ch, Thrive Hap 90 ah 

£ thems..s think 
are. prev'dyt in bs ia Fe. * On 
it were 8 W others; L conceive, 
might. hr). he ,impoſary ab them. 45 
* Articles, of ©. Tat 'by. the Tams 
Chyrch layas the gut of Seb4 
at bes dor: Bur taten ever Will 
be granted by the Komgaiſts,: while 
* they eſtecin the Ziving 1Voice — 
the 
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in the Rö man Reform Churches. 
fie, Goh the, "i; ol, Few h, and 


the ( oe 0 al # 
true Fe ers wo 4 e 
that felge propofes any Errors as 5 


Eck ot Ch Faith; is not ta 
ö e expected. Ae that chey' l yield 
te change. their ptetended Rule of 
Faith chexe's ſmall." encouragement 
Jet to hope, Ange itis true aſwell 
of. chem, W. of too many others, 
what the rational  Aninadverter up- 


on the 2 et entituled, naked 


Feth, rightly obſerves, That Poli- 


tical Authors commonly oof thoſe 
Paſſaves in their 77 7 Books 

which are ready 0 fall g themſelves, 
and paſi by thoſe mich urge and 


pref them barder., H I were not too 


. ſo, would be d matter of 


great amazement to me, That Feri 


e and. Tradition ſhould. ſtill be 
eyed up ge againſt the orher, and” 


ade to 100K as if they were at 6. 
22 mit q, 


bach iting, and by 
4 2 FEST 5 
o# of it co or 

"them, na doybr, ro go hand 1 
for InfiraQtmg, C _ — Re. 
mas Men *” the Belief and Pra. 
Tice o& Chri Ea till che end of 
all things, 

. jovnt Cageurrence be reſtor'd ra the 
Charch, | ſee not what great Good 

we can rationally expect by Contro- 
verſe ; wheteas, if due reſpeR and 
regard” were had to both, the Iſſue 
Ind Event thereof would, as it appears 

| 11 reaſon to me, be this. That »0- 

en, facher'd on Scripture could 


ee ta, and teceiv d as 2 2 


eee PP * 


hetefore, till cheie-.. 


